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THE FUTURE OF THE WELSH KITE TRUST
2011 was a landmark year in the
conservation story of the Red Kite
in Wales with the population exceeding 1,000 breeding pairs. It
was also fifteen years since the
founding of the Welsh Kite Trust,
whose primary objective was to
maintain and enhance the conservation work on the Red Kite,
initially undertaken by the Nature
Conservancy Council (NCC) and
RSPB. Since its inception, the
Trust has continued and expanded
this conservation programme and
in so doing has overseen a tenfold
increase of the population. At the
same time it has brought the Red
Kite to the status, by popular opinion, of National Bird of Wales and
the “conservation success story of
the millennium”.
Some of the highlights of the work
of the Trust over the past year have
included the completion of the collection of Welsh Kite chicks for the
reintroduction programme of Red

Kites to Eire and Northern Ireland.
A main objective of Irish Conservationists was to source birds that
were possibly genetically adapted
to the climate of the Western seaboard of the UK. Genetic variability
within the Welsh birds was a concern however, and so an investigation into the genetics of the Welsh
Red Kite population, using DNA
samples supplied by the WKT and
the Golden Eagle Trust, is currently
ongoing at Aberystwyth University.
The past year also saw the first ever
survey of the UK¹s only SPA (Special Protection Area) for Red Kite
- the Elenydd/Mallaen SPA. This
work was undertaken by the Trust,
on behalf of the Welsh Assembly
Government, under a subcontract
from RSPB who are conducting
wider monitoring of SPAs throughout Wales. In addition the Trust
continued its programme of disseminating information on the Red
Kite to the public at large through
its Newsletter, information leaflets,
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talks and broadcasts such as its
contribution to the BBC Springwatch programme. As always, with
the continued support of the dedicated band of ‘nest-watchers,’ the
breeding status of the kite throughout Wales and the border counties
was carefully monitored.
The future: Given the success of
the conservation programme of
the WKT the question must now
be asked as to what are the Trust’s
priorities for 2012 and beyond?
The current size of the Red Kite
population is such that it is no longer either necessary or feasible to
continue nest monitoring, ringing
and wing-tagging at the present
level. However it is still considered
important to monitor the spread of
the Kite into peripheral areas such
as South and North Wales and the
border counties. In addition, information on kite breeding success
in a core sample should also be

obtained in order to ensure that
no decline in numbers is taking
place. (This is particularly important in view of the variable patterns
of breeding success that we have
seen over the past year possibly
due to the severe winter but also as
a check on what may be occurring
as a result of wider environmental
or land-use factors.)
Where does all this leave us for
2012 and beyond? Within its charitable status the Welsh Kite Trust
has the remit to undertake conservation work on other raptor species
in Wales and as such, reports on
Honey Buzzards and Barn Owls
have appeared in our recent Newsletters. It is the intention of the Trust
to expand its programme to further
studies on Welsh birds of prey, not
only on the former two species, but
more especially on Merlin, Hobby and Kestrel each of which are
showing marked changes in their
status as breeding birds in Wales.
Our current fieldwork plans for
2012 are:-
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1. Survey kites in peripheral areas
of their current range in Wales and

the borders to chart the continued
expansion of their range.
2. Conduct a survey of breeding
Merlins in mid-Wales, and elsewhere if practical, to ascertain any
population decline since the 1980’s
and to measure breeding success
and productivity.
2. Investigate the very poor breeding success of Peregrines in MidWales, particularly inland.
3. Locate and monitor as many Kestrel and Hobby nests in Wales and
the borders to look at success and
productivity in these two species of
falcon, one with a decreasing population the other expanding.
However, in order to achieve these
aims the Trust has to consider the
financial implications of extending
its brief.
The Trust has always raised the
majority of its funding through the
‘Friends of the Welsh Kite’ scheme.
We have never sought grant aid or
Lottery money as this always necessitates jumping through hoops

and conducting what we would
consider to be non-core activities.
During our 15-year history we have
relied very heavily on donations
from loyal supporters and most
importantly the paid-up Friends of
the Welsh Kite (FOWK). In order to
meet our commitments to this enhanced programme the Trustees
deem it necessary to seek the support of the FOWK by requesting an
increase in subscription. The subscription for the coming year will be
raised to £17.50 for an individual
supporter and £25 for a joint/family
subscription. We very much hope
that you will show your continued
support of our plans for next year
by completing the new standing
order and/or by sending a donation to our appeal. The response to
these measures will at least give us
a clear mandate for the change in
emphasis and leave us in no doubt
of exactly what support we have.
Should the Trustees feel that there
is insufficient support after the transition to continue operating effectively then they will have to consider winding up the Welsh Kite Trust
in Autumn 2012 under the terms of
our charitable status.
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DYFODOL YMDDIRIEDOLAETH BARCUDIAID CYMRU
Roedd y flwyddyn 2011 yn uchafbwynt i stori cadwraeth y barcud
coch yng Nghymru gyda’r boblogaeth yn fwy na 1,000 o barau bridio.
Roedd hefyd yn bymtheg mlynedd
ers sefydlu Ymddiriedolaeth Barcudiaid Coch Cymru gyda’r prif
amcan i gynnal a gwella gwaith
cadwraeth y Barcudiaid Coch a
gychwynnwyd gan Gyngor Cadwraeth Natur (CCN) a’r RSPB.O’r
dechrau mae’r Ymddiriedolaeth
wedi parhau i ymestyn ei rhaglen
cadwraeth a thrwy hynny, wedi
gweld dros ddeg gwaith yn fwy o
dyfiant ym mhoblogaeth y barcud.
Erbyn hyn mae’r barcud coch wedi

ei ddyrchafu i fod yn Aderyn Cenedlaethol Cymru, ac yn ‘ stori
gadwriaethol y fileniwm’.
Rhai o uchafbwyntiau gwaith y
flwyddyn ddiwethaf oedd cwblhau
rhaglen o gasglu cywion barcudiaid Cymreig i’w hail gyflwyno yng
Ngweriniaeth a Gogledd Iwerddon. Un o brif amcanion y Cadwraethwyr Gwyddelig oedd cael
gafael ar adar oedd wedi arfer
gyda hinsawdd arfordir Orllewinol
y Deyrnas Unedig. Roedd gwahaniaethau genetig o fewn yr aderyn
Cymreig yn peri peth pryder fodd
bynnag felly aed ati i gasglu gwy-

bodaeth am boblogaeth y Barcudiaid Cymreig gan ddefnyddio samplau DNA a gafwyd gan YBCC ac
hefyd gan Ymddiriedolaeth yr Eryr
Aur ac mae’r astudiaeth yn parhau
ym Mhrifysgol Aberystwyth ar hyn
o bryd.. Llynedd gwelwyd cynnal arolwg am y tro cyntaf erioed
o fewn Ardal Diogelu Arbennig y
Barcudiaid Coch yng Nghymru. sef
Ardal Diogelu Arbennig Elenydd /
Mallaen. Mae’r gwaith hwn yn cael
ei wneud gan yr Ymddiriedolaeth ar
ran Llywodraeth Cynulliad Cymru,
ac o dan is gytundeb gyda’r RSPB
sydd yn monitro ardaloedd arbennig dros Gymru gyfan. Mae’r Ym-

ddiriedolaeth yn parhau i rannu
gwybodaeth am y Barcud Coch
trwy gyfrwng y cylchlythyr, taflenni gwybodaeth, sgyrsiau a darllediadau megis ein cyfraniad i
raglen BBC Springwatch. Yn ôl
yr arfer llwyddwyd i gadw golwg
ar statws bridio’r barcud gan inni
dderbyn cefnogaeth ein gwylwyr
nythod ffyddlon dros Gymru a’r
gororau.
Y Dyfodol - Gan i raglen gadwriaethol yr Ymddiriedolaeth fod mor
llwyddiannus, y cwestiwn yn awr
yw beth fydd blaenoriaethau’r
Ymddiriedolaeth o 2012 ymlaen?
Mae maint poblogaeth bresennol y Barcud Coch yn ei gwneud
yn anymarferol ac yn ddiangen
i barhau gyda rhaglen monitro’r
nythod, tagio’r adenydd a
modrwyo’r adar. Er hynny credir
ei bod yn bwysig inni gadw golwg
ar bethau er mwyn gweld pa mor
eang fydd ymlediad y Barcud o’r
mannau canolog i ardaloedd newydd yn Ne a Gogledd Cymru a’r
Gororau. Yn ychwanegol at hyn,
mae cadw golwg ar y niferoedd
yn hanfodol rhag ofn inni weld
lleihad ym mhoblogaeth yr ardaloedd hyn.(Mae hyn yn bwysig yn
wyneb y patrymau gwahanol o
fridio a welwyd dros y flwyddyn
ddiwethaf, o bosib oherwydd y
tywydd anffafriol ond hefyd, o
bosib, fel canlyniad i ffactorau
mwy eang o fewn yr amgylchfyd
neu defnydd tir.)

Ble mae hyn yn ein gadael gogyfer 2012 a thu hwnt? O fewn ei
statws elusennol, mae gan yr
Ymddiriedolaeth gyfrifoldeb dros
unrhyw adar ysglyfaethus o fewn
Cymru , ac fel canlyniad gwelwyd
adroddiadau ar y Boda’r Mêl a’r
tylluan wen yn ein cylch lythyrau
blaenorol. Bwriad yr Ymddiriedolaeth yw lledaenu ei rhaglen i
gynnwys astudiaethau o adar ysglyfaethus eraill megis y Gwalch
Bach, Hebog yr Hedydd a’r Cudyll Coch, oll ohonynt yn arddangos newidiadau yn eu statws fel
adar bridio yng Nghymru..
Ein cynlluniau ar gyfer gwaith
maes 2012 yw:
1. Gwneud archwiliad o leoliad
presennol y Cudyll Coch yng Nghymru a’r gororau gan gofnodi
maes eu ymlediad.
2. Archwilio ymddygiad bridio’r
Gwalch Bach yng Nghanolbarth
Cymru a mannau eraill i weld os
bu gostyngiad yn eu niferoedd
ers yr wythdegau ac i fesur llwyddiant eu bridio.
3. Archwilio’r patrwm bridio gwael
yr Hebog Tramor yng nghanolbarth Cymru, yn arbennig yng
nghefn gwlad.
4. Lleoli a chadw golwg ar nythod y Cudyll Coch a Hebog yr
Hedydd yng Nghymru a’r gororau , un gyda phoblogaeth sydd
yn gostwng, a’r llall yn cynyddu.

Er mwyn ymgyrraedd at hyn,
mae’n ofynnol i’r Ymddiriedolaeth
ystyried yr oblygiadau ariannol .
Daw mwyafrif o arian yr Ymddiriedolaeth trwy gynllun ‘Cyfeillion
y Barcudiaid Coch’. Ni wnaed unrhyw gais am arian loteri gan byddai gofyn inni gyfarfod ac amodau di ben draw a chanolbwyntio
ar bethau fyddai ddim yn ganolog
i ni. Dros y pymtheg mlynedd
diwethaf, rydym wedi dibynnu’n
helaeth ar gyfraniadau hael ein
cefnogwyr ffyddlon ac aelodau
cyfredol Cyfeillion y Barcudiaid
Coch. Er mwyn cyfarfod ag anghenion y rhaglen estynedig hon,
teimlai’r Ymddiriedolwyr y dylem
ofyn am gefnogaeth y Cyfeillion a
gwneud cais i godi’r tal aelodaeth. Bydd y tal am y flwyddyn sydd
i ddod yn £17.50 i aelodau unigol
a £25 i barau/teulu. Hyderwn y
byddwn yn derbyn eich cefnogaeth arferol i’n cynlluniau ar gyfer
y flwyddyn nesaf, ac y byddwch
yn llenwi gorchymyn banc newydd a/neu ddanfon cyfraniad ar
gyfer ein apêl. Bydd eich ymateb
yn rhoi cefnogaeth glir inni wrth
newid cyfeiriad, ac yn dangos
inni maint y gefnogaeth sydd yn
bodoli. Os teimla’r Ymddiriedolwyr nad oes cefnogaeth ddigonol
iddynt wedi’r newid, yna byddant
yn ystyried dod ag Ymddiriedolaeth y Barcudiaid Coch yng
Nghymru i ben yn ôl eu hawliau
elusennol.

IT’S ALL CHANGE AT THE TOP OF THE WELSH KITE TRUST!

Red Kite at Gigrin Fram Photo: © Iain H. Leach
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This winter will see a transition
in the Trust’s objectives and this
will run concurrent with changes
in the Trust’s board of Trustees.
Peter Davis and Peter Walters
Davies, both MBEs for their
services to Red Kite conservation and both founding Trustees
of the WKT, have reluctantly decided that it is time to hand-over
the reins to a younger generation. Both are in their mid 80’s
and, quite frankly, deserve a wellearned rest! Both they and their
direct input to the running of the

Trust will be very much missed,
although happily both have confirmed a willingness to provide
continued support and guidance
should it be needed. Our most
senior Trustee, Dafydd Davies,
has unfortunately had to retired
as a Trustee due to ill health.
Our sincere thanks to them all for
bringing us this far! Our current
Chairman, John Roberts, has
transferred his Chairmanship to
Prof. Mike Hayward and taken
up the role of Treasurer. John
Davis is continuiing as a Tustee

and Mick Green, Paddy Jenks,
Leo Smith and Liz Snell have
all kindly accepted invitations to
become new Trustees. Between
them they have a great wealth of
experience and experttse and we
very much look forward to working with them to help build a future role for the Trust.
Liz’s biography appeared in the
last issue of Boda Wennol and
Paddy’s is in this issue. Leo and
Mick will feature soon!!
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Report on the Red Kite Breeding
Season in Wales 2011
The 2011 breeding season followed a second severe winter in
succession and the coldest December in over 100 years. Once
again temperatures were down to
-20°C and snow lay thickly on the
ground for many weeks in some
areas. Numbers of kites attending
the feeding stations was at an alltime high reflecting the reliance on
these daily hand-outs during periods of adverse weather. I have no
doubt whatsoever that if the feeding stations hadn’t been operating we would have seen a much
higher level of mortality and the
breeding population may well have
shown a decrease for the first time
in decades. As it turns out very few
dead birds were reported during
the winter so most of them made
it through.
Late March and April were unseasonably warm and dry which was
great for monitoring but may not
have been perfect for the birds.
Kites are fairly dependent on good
supplies of earthworms in the runup to egg-laying and during incubation. The ground was so dry that
worms were probably not in good
supply. This, and the poor condition
that some birds may have been left
in following the bad weather, may
be reflected in the number of territory-holding pairs that didn’t seem
to get around to nesting this year
(35 pairs).
At the time of going to press I have
received the details for 815 past
nest sites/territories, 528 of which
were apparently occupied and 493
nests were located. This compares
with 578 apparently occupied sites
in 2010 but reflects a reduction in
coverage rather than any decline
in numbers. 161 recently occupied
sites were either not checked or the
results have not yet been received.
Many of these would probably have
still been occupied.
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The 2011 distribution by vice county of those occupied territories confirmed was as follows (2010 figures
in brackets):
Cardiganshire		
Radnorshire		
Carmarthenshire
Breconshire		
Montgomeryshire
Pembrokeshire
West Glamorgan
Monmouthshire
East Glamorgan
Meirionydd		
Mid Glamorgan
Caernarfonshire

161 (170)
113 (144)
76 (76)
58 (53)
51 (68)
13 (17)
13 (10)
6 (4)
4 (0)
4 (6)
2 (2)
1 (4)

Honorary Welsh nests included in
the totals were present in;
Shropshire		
Herefordshire		

20 (18)
6 (5)

This list represents only those nesting territories identified. It is certain
that almost as many pairs again
exist within Wales. Whilst our coverage in the periphery of the range
was reasonable we once again
struggled for coverage in some of
the core parts of the range in Cardiganshire, Carmarthenshire, Powys
and Meirionydd.
Range expansion occurred into
Mid and East Glamorgan but was
somewhat overdue.
Of the 528 territorial pairs located
at least 493 pairs were known to
have built nests and at least 480
of these pairs did lay eggs. Warm
and dry weather in April and early
May kept weather related loss fairly
low but then in late May, gale force
winds brought down many nests
and some chicks were lost in heavy
rains at about the same time. Productivity (the number of chicks/successful pair) was lower than last
year but not by much as was the
number of chicks per territorial pair,
reflecting the slightly lower success

rate. A minimum of 304 pairs were
known to have reared at least 418
young.
Of the total of 493 nest-building pairs, a high proportion - 456
(92.7%) - were found at the egg
stage or earlier (or were at traditional sites) and also had a known
outcome. As stated many times before it is these nests that provide
us with the most useful information on productivity and success
rates. Using this sample alone at
least 444 pairs (97.4%) laid eggs,
at least 320 pairs (70.2%) hatched
a minimum of 444 chicks and 298
pairs (65.4%) reared at least 409
young (1.37 young per successful pair, 0.92 young per egg laying
pair, 0.68 young per territorial pair).
146 (32.9%) egg-laying pairs were
known to have failed, largely for unknown reasons.

an attempt to create a link between
the existing populations in Wicklow
and County Down. Finding donor
nests was difficult again this year,
with many nests having failed or
containing just a single chick. We
had actually given up on the target
at 52 but had a remarkable stroke
of fortune when the final chick was
delivered in a cardboard box, on
the final night, by some locals who
had found it on the ground!. The 52
other chicks collected comprised
45 chicks taken from 45 broods of
two, 5 chicks from three broods of
three and three chicks from a brood
of four.
Apart from the 53 chicks collected
for Ireland another 205 were also
ringed and/or tagged. This was in
part due to the extra assistance
provided by the Irish teams so special thanks again to Damian Clarke,
Mark Lewis and Ann Fitzpatrick
who shared much of the tree-climbing with us whilst they were here.

The estimate of the actual Red
Kite population in Wales remains
at something in excess of 1,000
breeding pairs but it is increasingly
difficult to come up with a more accurate or meaningful figure.
Thanks are due, as usual, to all the
members of the Welsh Kite Watchers’ Group who were active during
the year namely; Richard Barrett,
Catherine Brown, John E. Davis,
Peter Davis, Dee Doody, Gruff Ellis, Philip Ellis, Professor Mike Hayward, Paddy Jenks, Bryan Jones,
Kelvin Jones, Mike Jones, Professor Len Kersley, David & Daphne
Knight, Colin Law, Richard Lewis,
Red Liford, Ian McMahon, Den &
Wendy Ozols, Barry Penney, Matt
and Charly Potter, Elfyn Pugh, Terry & Sue Reeves, Gwyn Roberts,
John F. Roberts, John L. Roberts,
Steve Roberts, Leo Smith, Liz &
Brian Snell,and Chris Wells. Without your assistance and commit-

ment the Welsh Kite Trust could
not continue. Many thanks to this
year’s Irish contingent too; Damian
Clarke, Brendan Dunlop, Ann Fitzpatrick, George Henderson, James
Irons, Sheenah Lydon, Mark Lewis,
Marc Ruddock, Douglas Ruddock,
Rob Straughan and Brendan Dunlop and also to Chris Powell for allowing us to house the rehabilitation aviaries at Gigrin, which were
such a vital asset for holding the
collected kites prior to export and
also for his assistance with official
paperwork!
Finally thanks are due, as always,
to the vital contribution made by all
the hundreds of landowners and
land-managers who have allowed
us access for monitoring nests and
also kindly agreed to the collection of young for the re-introduction
projects – I am sorry I can’t list you
all !

Star of Springwatch 2011. This nest near Nant-yr-Arian featured in this year’s
Springwatch programmes and successfully reared a single chick
		
Photo: © Tony Cross

Observed brood sizes at all nests
were 206 x 1, 83 x 2, 14 x 3 and, for
the first time ever in these reports,
1 x 4 (1.37/young per successful
nest) – very similar to the figure
calculated for recent years. This is
likely to be an underestimate however as at least 30 successful nests
were reported as having “at least
one chick’”. The figure obtained using only brood sizes at nests which
were climbed to for ringing were;
104 x 1, 67 x 2, 8 x 3 and 1 x 4
(1.48 young per successful nest)
which is considerably higher. It is
likely that the true figure lies somewhere in the middle as there was
a fair degree of targeting the more
productive nests for ringing/collecting (and hence a bias in the data).
The fifth year of the joint Golden Eagle Trust, Welsh Kite Trust
project to re-introduce Red Kites
to the Republic of Ireland saw the
completion of collections. Fiftythree more young kites were exported to release sites in Co. Wicklow and near Dublin. This latter
location was a new one and was
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T YMOR BRIDIO’R BARCUD COCH YNG
NGHYMRU 2011
Am ddwy flynedd yn olynol cafwyd gaeafau hynod o galed yn
rhagflaenu’r tymor bridio, ac un
o’r misoedd Rhagfyr oeraf ers 100
mlynedd. Unwaith eto roedd y tymheredd cyn ised a -20°C a bu trwch
o eira yn gorchuddio’r llawr am
wythnosau mewn rhai ardaloedd.
Roedd y nifer o farcudiaid oedd yn
ymweld a’r gorsafoedd bwydo yn
uwch nag a welwyd o’r blaen oedd
yn adlewyrchu mor ddibynnol oedd
yr adar ar gael eu bwydo ar gyfnodau fel hyn. Does gen i ddim amheuaeth na fyddai nifer marwolaethau wedi bod llawer uwch onibai
am y gorsafoedd bwydo ac fe fyddem wedi gweld lleihad yn y nifer
o barau bridio am y tro cyntaf ers
degawdau. Fel bo’r gorau, ychydig
iawn o adar marw a ganfuwyd, ac
ymddengys i’r rhan fwyaf ohonynt
oroesi.
Roedd diwedd Mawrth ac Ebrill yn

annaturiol o sych, oedd yn berffaith
ar gyfer monitro ond nid mor berffaith i’r adar. Mae Barcudiaid yn
dibynnu’n helaeth ar bryfed genwair (mwydod) cyn y tymor dodwy
ac yn ystod yr amser y byddant yn
eistedd ar y wyau. Yn anffodus,
roedd y ddaear mor sych fel nad
oedd cyflenwad digonol o bryfed
genwair. Oherwydd hyn, a chyflwr gwael yr adar ar ôl Gaeaf mor
galed, effeithiodd hyn ar y nifer o
barau tiriogaethol oedd heb nythu
eleni (35 pâr).
Hyd yn hyn derbyniwyd manylion
am 815 o safleoedd nythu / tiriogaethau o’r gorffennol, gyda 528
ohonynt wedi eu meddiannu a
darganfuwyd 493 nyth. Mae hyn yn
cymharu gyda 578 o diriogaethau
wedi eu meddiannu yn 2010 ond
sydd yn adlewyrchu diffyg chwilio
yn hytrach na gostyngiad yn nifer
yr adar.

Roedd 161 o diriogaethau un ai heb
eu harchwilio neu doedd adroddiadau ddim wedi eu derbyn (2010
ffegurau mewn cromfachau)
Ceredigion		
161
Sir Faesyfed		
113
Sir Gaerfyrddin
76
Sir Drefaldwyn		
51
Sir Frycheiniog
58
Sir Benfro		
13
Gorllewin Morgannwg 13
Dwyrain Morgannwg
4
Meirionnydd		
4
Sir Fynwy		
6
Sir Gaernarfon
1
Morgannwg ganol
2

(170)
(144)
(76)
(68)
(53)
(17)
(10)
(0)
(6)
(4)
(4)
(0)

Cafwyd nythod Cymreig ‘anrhydeddus’ (a gynhwysyd fel rhan o’r cyfanswm) yn;
Swydd Amwythig
Swydd Henffordd

20
2

(18)
(5)

Mae’r rhestr yn cynrychioli‘r tiriogaethau nythu a ganfuwyd yn unig.
Mae’n sicr fod bron cymaint eto
o barau o fewn Cymru. Tra roeddem yn gallu cadw golwg ar yr
ardaloedd cyfagos, roedd hynny
yn creu peth trafferthion inni yn yr
ardaloedd ymylol mewn rhannau
o Aberteifi, Caerfyrddin, Powys a
Meirionnydd.
Fe ystynwyd datblygiad hir ddyledu
o ymestun yr adar i mewn i Ganolbarth a Dwyrain Morgannwg
O’r 528 o’ parau nythu a ganfuwyd,
bu i o leiaf 493 o barau adeiladu
nythod ac i o leiaf 480 o’r parau
hyn ddodwy wyau. Bu i’r tywydd
cynnes a sych yn Ebrill a dechrau
Mai gadw’r nifer a gollwyd oherwydd y tywydd yn weddol isel ond yn
anffodus bu i wyntoedd cryfion ddiwedd Mai chwythu nifer o nythod
i’r llawr a chollwyd rhai cywion yn
y glaw trwm a ddigwyddodd ar yr
un pryd. Roedd cynhyrchiad y nifer
o gywion/parau llwyddiannus ychydig yn llai na’r llynedd ac felly hefyd

Last winter was so cold that some Red Kites even tried extending their diet to peanuts!!
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y nifer o gywion / parau tiriogaethol
gan adlewyrchu graddfa llwyddiant
ychydig yn is. Bu i leiafswm o 304
pâr gynhyrchu o leiaf 418 o gywion.
O’r cyfanswm o 493 o barau a
adeiladodd nyth, canfuwyd cyfran
uchel ohonynt - 456 (92.7%) - yn
ystod y cyfnod wyau neu yn gynharach (neu wrth gwrs roeddynt
yn safleoedd traddodiadol yr oeddem yn gwybod amdanynt yn flaenorol), ac rydym yn gwybod beth
oedd canlyniad yr ymgeision hyn
i fagu. Y nythod hyn yw’r rhai sy’n
rhoi’r wybodaeth fwyaf gwerthfawr
i ni ar gynhyrchiant a llwyddiant
magu. Gan ddefnyddio’r sampl
yma yn unig gwyddom i o leiaf 444
o barau (97.4%) ddodwy wyau, ac
i o leiaf 320o barau (70.2%) ddeor
lleiafswm o 444 cyw gyda 298 pâr
(65.4%) yn magu o leiaf 4409 o
gywion (1.37 cyw / pâr llwyddiannus, 0.92 cyw o’r parau ddodwyodd
wyau, 0.68 i bob pâr tiriogaethol.
Methodd 146 (32.9%) pâr oedd
wedi dodwy ond ni wyddom beth
yw’r rheswm am hyn.
Maint y nytheidiau oedd 206 x 1,
83 x 2 a 14 x 3 ac am y tro cyntaf
ers yr adroddiadau hyn, 1 x 4 (1.37
cyw /nyth llwyddiannus) Mae’n
bosib nad yw’r niferoedd hyn yn
cyfleu gwir ddarlun gan inni dderbyn adroddiad bod 30 o’r nythod
llwyddiannus gydag ‘o leiaf un cyw’
ynddynt. Mae’r niferoedd a gafwyd
gan ddefnyddio maint y nytheidiau
lle dringwyd i fodrwyo fel a ganlyn
- 104 x 1, 67 x 2 , 8 x 3 a 1 x 4
(1.48/cyw i bob nyth lwyddiannus)
– sydd gryn dipyn yn uwch. Mae’n
debyg fod y ffigwr agosaf i’r gwir
rhywle yn y canol gan inni dargedu
y nythod mwyaf cynhyrchiol ar gyfer modrwyo/casglu (hyn yn creu
gogwydd i’r data).
Ar gyfer y bumed flwyddyn o gasglu cywion ar gyfer prosiect Ymddiriedolaeth yr Eryr Aur, yr RSPB ac
Ymddiriedolaeth Barcudiaid Cymru
i ailgyflwyno barcudiaid i’r Iwerddon, ein targed oedd casglu 53 o
gywion unwaith eto i’w gollwng
yn Co. Wicklow a Dulyn. Roedd y
lleoliad ger Dulyn yn un newydd er
mwyn ceisio creu cysylltiad gyda’r

Damian Clarke and George Henderson with some of the 53 young kites collected for Ireland

boblogaeth bresennol yn Wicklow a Co. Down. Roedd yn anodd
dod o hyd i gywion eleni gyda nifer
o nythod wedi methu neu yn cynnwys un cyw. Roeddem ar fin rhoi
fyny gyda 52 o gywion yn unig ond
drwy ryfedd ffawd wele un arall yn
cyrraedd mewn bocs cardfwrdd, ac
wedi ei ganfod ar y llawr gan drigolion lleol! O’r 52 arall, daeth 45 o
gywion allan o nythaid o ddau, 5
cyw allan o nythaid o dri a thri cyw
allan o nythaid o bedwar.
Ar wahân i’r 53 o gywion a gasglwyd ar gyfer Iwerddon, modrwywyd
a thagiwyd 205 o gywion eraill . Unwaith eto roedd y niferoedd uchel
o ganlyniad i’r cymorth ychwanegol
a dderbyniwydgan y tîm o Iwerddon. Rhaid diolch yn arbennig yma
i Damian Clarke, Mark Lewis ac
Ann Fitzpatrick (Ymddiriedolaeth yr
Eryr Aur) a ddringodd lawer o goed
gyda ni tra’u bod draw yma yng Nghymru!
Amcanwn fod poblogaeth y barcud
coch yng Nghymru yn parhau gyda
dros 1000 o barau bridio ond mae
canfod y nifer cywir yn llawer mwy
anodd o flwyddyn i flwyddyn.
Mae angen diolch, fel arfer, I holl
aelodau’r Gwylwyr y Barcudiaid
Coch a fu’n weithgar yn ystod y flw-

yddyn; Richard Barrett, Catherine
Brown, John E. Davis, Peter Davis,
Dee Doody, Gruff Ellis, Philip Ellis,
Professor Mike Hayward, Paddy
Jenks, Bryan Jones, Kelvin Jones,
Mike Jones, Professor Len Kersley,
David & Daphne Knight, Colin Law,
Richard Lewis, Red Liford, Ian McMahon, Den & Wendy Ozols, Barry
Penney, Matt a Carly Potter, Elfyn
Pugh, Terry & Sue Reeves, Gwyn
Roberts, John F. Roberts, John L.
Roberts, Steve Roberts, Leo Smith,
Liz & Brian Snell a Chris Wells.
Heb eich cymorth a’ch ymroddiad
ni allai’r Ymddiriedolaeth barhau a’i
gwaith. Diolch hefyd i’r criw yn yr
Iwerddon; Damian Clarke, Brendan
Dunlop, Ann Fitzpatrick, George
Henderson, James Irons, Sheena
Lydon, Mark Lewis, Marc Ruddock,
Douglas Ruddock, Rob Straughan
a Brendan Dunlop, ac yn ogystal i
Chris Powell yn Gigrin am adael i ni
gartrefu’r cewyll sydd mor bwysig i
gadw’r cywion a gasglwyd cyn eu
hallforio – diolch iddo hefyd am ei
gymorth gyda’r holl waith papur!
Yn olaf – diolch unwaith eto eleni
i’r holl gannoedd o dirfeddianwyr
sydd wedi caniatáu mynediad i ni
fonitro’r nythod ar eu tir, ac am ganiatáu i ni gasglu adar ifanc ar gyfer y prosiect ailgyflwyno – mae’n
ddrwg gen i na allaf eich rhestru i
gyd yma!
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WHO’S WHO AT THE WELSH KITE TRUST
Paddy Jenks

the assistant warden post at Bardsey bird observatory and after that
the computer career became a distant memory.
Wardening on Bardsey was an
amazing experience, and during
four seasons there, nearly 40,000
birds were ringed including lots
of seabirds and a good variety of
scarce migrants such as hoopoe,
wryneck and golden oriole. It was
here that I started a family and it
wasn’t long before my son, Myles
and two step-children, Urien and
Saoirse needed a school. We all
went to Fair Isle in 1993, and doubled the number of pupils in the
school there, and this was another
fantastic place to be. For Fair Isle,
the rarest bird of the year was a
Red Kite, only the fifth record - a
lanceolated warbler was much less
exciting being more than 10 times
as frequent! Unfortunately my marriage came to an end on the island
and it became impractical to stay.

I was born in 1963 and grew up with
my four sisters on a large housing
estate to the south of Shrewsbury.
The immediate surroundings of suburban sprawl were better suited to
those who enjoy mowing lawns and
washing cars on a Sunday, but not
far away were the south Shropshire
hills full of redstarts, ring ouzels and
whinchats, not to mention merlins
and hobbies. By the age of secondary school I had developed a very
keen interest in birds partly inspired
by my granddad who lived in the
south Shropshire hills, and partly
by several teachers at the school
who ran a bird group with regular
field trips. In addition to this, one of
my schoolmates was Tony Cross
and who could fail to be inspired?
– especially after getting roped into
holding a mist net whilst standing
in the chest-high water of a sewage lagoon in mid-January trying to
catch a tufted duck!
It was on one of the school bird club
field trips that I first saw a Red Kite,
at a time when there were fewer
than forty pairs. I missed the first
very distant sighting but the next
10

one flew just above the minibus
against a blue sky and it was easily the best birding moment I had
experienced. On the same day we
also went on to see hen harriers,
merlins and a short-eared owl all of
which were new to me, and a bit of
the magic of that day is still carried
today whenever I’m watching raptors now.
When it came to choosing a career
path to follow on from school, I took
some useless advice and went to
study computer science. The idea
was that I would get rich quick and
then have lots of time and money
to spend on enjoying myself, but
unfortunately that particular goldlined pavement never materialised. Whilst at university in Aberystwyth, the temptation of looking
for wheatears and redstarts nests,
spotting kites, student social life
and the 44 pubs all proved a more
attractive lure, and I had to re-sit
my first set of exams. Four years
later I did finally graduate, but after
working for Marconi’s on a defence
contract in central Scotland I became disenchanted and returned
to Aberystwyth. In 1987 I took up

I then became self-employed and
eventually settled in Pembrokeshire
after a short spell in Milton Keynes.
I took up a variety of work including hedge-laying, walling, gardening and electrical installation, and
had another go at family life. My
partner, Sian was teaching full time
and I became chief cook and bottlewasher for our daughters Carys
and Deryn. In 2002, I volunteered
to be a kite nestwatcher in Pembrokeshire, after the discovery of the
first confirmed breeding attempt
since their extinction in the mid
1800’s. Each year since then, more
breeding kites have appeared and
we now have over 15 pairs, and it
won’t be long before they are a daily
sight to all in the county. Doing the
kite fieldwork was really rewarding
and it reminded me of how much I
enjoyed studying birds. So gradually over the last few years, I’ve taken
on more fieldwork and for the last
two years it has become full time
work. As well as finding kite nests I
have been investigating the decline
of the kestrel in Pembrokeshire and
involved in radio-tracking nightjars
in the Neath area.

RED KITES IN SHROPSHIRE 2011, OVER 100 YOUNG FLEDGED
			
SINCE RECOLONISATION - By Leo Smith
The invasion of Shropshire by Red
Kites is continuing. They were absent for 130 years, but Welsh kites
are now spreading across the
County. The first successful nest
was found as recently as 2006, and
the population is increasing rapidly.
All nests found so far have been in
the south-west Shropshire hills.
In 2011, 20 nests were found, compared with 17 last year. Seventeen
were successful, producing 36
fledged young, of which 32 were
ringed and wing-tagged.
Since the first successful breeding in 2006, 104 young are known
to have fledged from Shropshire
nests.

Eight of these 2011 sites are new,
but two are occupied by tagged
birds which were at different (abandoned) sites last year. Six of last
years sites have apparently been
abandoned. Two of the new sites
are in SJ 10 km squares (i.e. north
of the grid line on Ordnance Survey
maps that divides the SO squares
from the SJ squares), further north
than any previously known nests.
Nine of the adult males at these
nest sites were wing-tagged – two
fledged in 2005, two in 2006, two in
2008 and three in 2009. Of the four
oldest, two originated in Wales and
two from a nest near the Shropshire
border in Herefordshire (believed
to have been established by Welsh
kites), but all five of the youngest

came from Shropshire nest sites.
Although all the nests found were
in the south-west Shropshire hills,
reports were received from all over
the County, and it is likely that there
will be nests in other places next
year. A pair together, or one seen
several times in the same place, or
one going into a wood, any time between March and June, should be
sent to Leo Smith, who has a monitoring license, on 01588 638577
leo.smith@dsl.pipex.com as soon
as possible.
Leo is also available to present a
slide show can be to local clubs
and societies on “The Return of the
Red Kite to Shropshire”, illustrating
this spectacular conservation success story.

RED KITES IN CEREDIGION AT BWLCH NANT-YR-ARIAN
The Welsh Kite Trust along with Forestry Commission Wales and RSPB Cymru are once again running the Red
Kites in Ceredigion project at Bwlch Nant-yr-Arian which includes the kite feeding station.
As well as Forestry Commission Wales staff, friendly RSPB Cymru staff and helpers will be on hand to tell you
about the Red Kites and other wildlife to be found in and around the forest, every day in summer, and most
weekends in winter. You can also see footage from a local Red Kite nest courtesy of us.
The visitor centre is open between 10 am and 5 pm (until dusk in winter), and food is placed on the ground at 3
pm in summer and 2 pm in winter (weather permitting). Watching the kite feeding is free! Car park charges apply.
Visit http://www.rspb.org.uk/datewithnature/sites/ceredigion/index.asp or
http://www.nantyrarian.com for more details.

		

SEVEN STARS SELF-CATERING COTTAGE

Want more time to watch or photograph kites in beautiful Mid-Wales? Then why not come and stay at our
4-star, recently converted, 1750 Welsh oak-framed barn in the heart of the Radnorshire hills? Fresh and open plan in
style on the inside, traditionally timber-clad on the outside, the Seven Stars Cottage stands under big skies, between
a mighty ridge and the rolling Elan Valleys. Walk or mountain bike straight from the doorstep but of course, you could
always do absolutely nothing at all!
To find the Seven Stars ’Barn House’ near Llandrindod Wells follow the A44 between the villages of Crossgates and
Rhayader, approx five minutes from either, to the village of Nantmel. The Cottage sleeps four people with one kingsize room and one bunk room. Prices from £170 for a short break (min 3 nights).
Complimentary fresh home baked loaf, half dozen local free-range eggs and jug of milk provided on arrival.
Telephone: Adrian or Elen on 01597 829174 to check availability.
Alternatively e-mail: elen@countryconsultingmarketing.co.uk or log onto www.sevenstarsselfcatering.co.uk
for a virtual tour and availability.
PLEASE NOTE Quote ref: KiteStar1 on booking and, on payment, a donation will be made to WKT.
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HONEY BUZZARDS IN WALES 2011
by ste ve roberts
It is pleasing to report that 2011 has
proved a more successful breeding season for Honey Buzzards in
Wales than for some years. The
weather, although, by no means,
good, has been considerably better
than in recent years, and we have
not experienced the cold winds and
continuous torrential downpours
of previous summers. Honey Buzzards are very resilient and successful birds and can cope quite readily
with rain and generally inclement
weather, provided it is not extreme
and the adults have accumulated
some experience. As a result of
better weather conditions, and, crucially, the predicted welcome return
of new males to old breeding areas,
3 pairs have successfully fledged
chicks in the South, the first successful season since 2008.
As reported in Boda Wennol in 2010,
we have undertaken a colour-ringing scheme with Honey Buzzards
for many years, in both England and
Wales, funded by the Forestry Commissions (FC) Coed y Cymoed district office.This has resulted in over
200 chicks colour-ringed to date.
This Forestry Commission funded
scheme was augmented in 2009
by the FC at Alice Holt, Hampshire,
funding a nest camera to check
breeding adults for colour rings.
Achieving immediate success in
England, I had applied to the FC for
a similar camera in Wales, and was
fortunate that Rosalind Codd, again
at the Coed y Cymoed district office,
secured funding for a similar camera to work with breeding Honey
Buzzard in Wales. Having mastered
the technicalities of modern cameras with some difficulty, this camera
was installed in a rolling program
at all 3 nests in South Wales, with
immediate outstanding and surprising results. Amazingly, all 3 nests
were attended by an adult bearing
a colour ring, and this has afforded
a unique insight and much clearer
picture into the breeding dynamics
of Honey Buzzards.
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Previously, colour ringed breeding
adults had all been shown to have
moved some distance from their natal site, sometimes a considerable
distance, and all in a completely different breeding area.From colour
ringed adults at nests, it has been
established that 2 birds had returned
to breed 16kms from their natal site,
I bird moved 22kms, I chick returned
as an adult to breed 100kms from its
natal site and another individual was
breeding in South Wales after being
ringed as a chick 160kms away in
North Wales. A picture was clearly
emerging of dispersal from the natal
sites upon returning to this country
as adults. This would seem to make
sense to ensure the avoidance of
in-breeding. However, surprisingly,
at 2 of the 3 nests in South Wales
this year, breeding adults were birds
that were bred in the same area,
close to their natal site. Indeed, one
male was actually breeding with his
mother.
This raises the question “Do all Honey Buzzards bred in the U.K., upon
returning for the first time, initially locate to their former natal site?” This
may be the case with all 2 year old
Honey Buzzards, (they re main in
Africa for their first year), but upon
finding their natal site occupied
by other breeding adults, usually
their parents, they move on or are

driven away, to re-locate some distance away. As previously reported
in Boda Wennol, South Wales has
experienced a shortage of males
for the last few years. These young
males may have returned to find
unattached, experienced females
holding vacant territories and they
have, unusually, settled to breed
at their birthplace. Of further interest, the colour ringing and nest-cam
project has revealed that two of
the three breeding males in South
Wales this year are siblings from the
same nest, rung as chicks in 2008,
proving to be 3 years old, the youngest age recorded for first successful
breeding.
This information is shedding light
upon breeding behaviour that was
previously unknown and, again,
highlights that research on Honey
Buzzards in Wales, with the support of the Forestry Commission
and The Welsh Kite Trust, is leading the field. Colour-ringing, and the
means of identifying colour ringed
individuals easily is just one aspect
of the work undertaken on breeding Honey Buzzards in Wales, but
is proving most revealing, providing
information upon movement, age
of first breeding, site fidelity and
the dynamics within a population.
Coupled with this, the nest cams
also provide much data on food,

Honey Buzzard and Red Kite recorded during Irish chick collections

Photo: © Marc Ruddock

foraging behaviour, roles of male
and female and much interesting
incidental information on behaviour. This research compliments
our other work on faecal analysis,
food, satellite tracking and detailed studies of complete nesting
cycle nest-cam analysis.
Providing more detail of the outcomes at individual nests:At nest A, in a Sitka Spruce, 2
eggs were laid in early June, and
2 chicks fledged successfully. This
is an artificial nest, erected 4 years
ago when the old nest fell out during the winter, and it is pleasing
that the birds have found my construction to their liking. The female
at this site also has a colour ring,
and has proved to be an eleven
year old bird that has moved
100kms from her natal site. She
has been breeding in the valley
since 2006, and now has a new
unringed male. This is after a period of a few years when she lost
her mate and failed to breed, but
has remained faithful to the site.
Indeed, she has continued to refurbish the artificial site alone until
securing a new mate, illustrating
that females can hold territories
as well as males.
Nest B, in a larch, fledged 1 chick.
The female at this nest is an established hen, who has previously
bred successfully for many years,
and is at least 10 years old. She
also has had no mate for the last
few years, and so it is pleasing to
report that she has bred this year
with a new, colour-ringed male.
However, the male’s colour-ring
confirms that he is one of her own
offspring from a pair of chicks she
reared in 2008. Bearing in mind
Honey Buzzards do not return to
their breeding grounds until they
are nearly 2 years old, this 3 year
old male has settled quickly and
bred successfully at the youngest
age recorded for a Honey Buzzard in the U.K. Undoubtedly, the
experience of the hen will have
played a big part in the success
of this pair.

Nest C, another nest in a Stka
Spruce, was occupied by a pair
that fledged 2 chicks. The hen
at this nest was an established
bird, at least 10 years old, who
has bred successfully over many
years with several different males.
Disappointingly, during the last
few years she has failed repeatedly, despite securing a mate. Interestingly, the nest camera has
revealed that her mate this year is
the brother of the male at nest B,
siblings from the same 2008 nest.
As this confirms that this male is
only 3 years old and therefore
on his first visit to the U.K. as an
adult, the failure in recent years
has not been down to this bird.
The female must certainly have
been breeding, unsuccessfully
with a different male. The nest
camera and colour-ringing are indeed affording us the opportunity
to shed some light into the dark
corners of Honey Buzzard breeding behaviour.
We have benefited from this particular nest featuring on B.B.C.1’s
– “The One Show.”, where the
presenter, Mike Dilger, highlighted some of the research work
undertaken on Honey Buzzards

and helping to raise the profile of
this little known bird of prey with
the general public. Importantly,
their £11,000 high definition camera was instrumental in reading
the colour ring on the male at this
nest, the letters having become
damaged and difficult to read with
with our less sophisticated equipment. However, I did question the
wisdom of leaving £11,000 worth
of kit up a tree for 5 days in the
current economic climate. Perhaps that’s why the licence fee is
so high.
These 5 chicks fledging in South
Wales represent the first successful breeding in the area since
2008, and the chicks from 2008
were crucial to realizing that success. A complex and intriguing
unfolding of events, made possible by all the hard work and long
hours needed to find nests, ring
chicks, erect cameras and analyse footage- but very rewarding.
It was predicted that the absence
of males in the South was an unfortunate but temporary blip in the
Honey Buzzard breeding success
of this area, and I’m sure that 2011
might prove the start of another
successful period of Honey Buzzard breeding in Wales.
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REPUBLIC OF IRELAND REINTRODUCTION UPDATE
By Dr. Marc Ruddock
I got the call from Lorcan O’Toole
asking would I be interested in
working on Red Kites…wow, I felt
very humbled. Damian Clarke’s secondment to the Golden Eagle Trust
(GET) was coming to an end and
he was returning to Wildlife Ranger
duties. Damian has and continues
to do an amazing job on the kites
and raptors in Wicklow and beyond and the success of Red Kites
breeding in Ireland is testament
to the hard work of both Damian
and the Golden Eagle Trust team.
I was of course extremely sad that
Damian was leaving the GET as I
have worked alongside him for many
years. His involvement and passion
for the Red Kites and all things raptorial in Wicklow and Ireland is inspirational and continues unabated.
For me it seemed like a life-time
ago that the Golden Eagle Trust,
Northern Ireland Raptor Study
Group and Irish Raptor Study
Group made a foray to Scotland to
look at the possibility of re-introducing Red Kites to Ireland. and the
early proposal meetings. The ensuing months over 2006 and 2007 solidified the partnership between the
Golden Eagle Trust, the Welsh Kite
Trust and the RSPB. In 2011 the
success of the Red Kite projects
in Co. Wicklow and Co. Down Red
Kite project is astounding – Ireland
now has Red Kites breeding again!
The Golden Eagle Trust had been
inspirational to me for many years.
Lorcan, in particular has always
been at hand for a much needed
piece of advice or long chat about
raptors in Ireland during my PhD
and for many other young raptor
researchers. Ah, those long days
when all I got to do was to watch
peregrine behaviour… I had been
working on the hen harrier survey
all summer for the Irish Raptor
Study Group and Golden Eagle
14

Trust and this was an amazing thing
to look forward to working on an
amazing project on the Red Kites.
First I had to chair the UK & Ireland
Red Kite Committee meeting in
October in Newcastle. I thoroughly
enjoyed meeting all the Red Kite
researchers who provided much
helpful advice about my up-coming work with the Irish Red Kite
project. I will confess to being initially slightly nervous at the meeting
with so many well known Red Kite
researchers, but everybody was
so friendly and welcoming. At the
meeting Brian Etheridge informed
us of some of the signs to watch
out for of rodenticides poisoning.
We learned too about the pressure
of second generation rodenticides
from Lee Walker from the Predatory
Bird Monitoring Scheme (PBMS).
The high point of the meeting for
me was everyone being ecstatic
at the recent strengthening and
implementation of the poisoning
legislation in Ireland to help protect Irish wildlife
from indiscriminate poisoning.
I was heading
away to New
Zealand
and
Australia during
December
so
Brendan Dunlop
and I headed for
Wicklow in November to spend
a few days with
Damian and get
stuck into the radio-tracking and
see some of the
roost and nesting
sites in Wicklow.
Brendan
was
doing the radiotracking when
I was away. I
was slightly en-

vious of the deep snow fall and
adventurous car journeys that
Brendan had when I was in New
Zealand on the beach…..honest ☺
Radio-tracking has revealed good
survival rates over winter with at
least 73% of the 26 released kites
seen up until the spring. Only
one is confirmed dead having hit
power-lines a few weeks after release. Another was radio-tracked
right to a fox den – so presumed
killed or scavenged and the remaining kites have not been seen
in the main study areas so are
presumed to have dispersed more
widely. Many of the radio tags have
now fallen off as kites have started moulting although several still
had active radio tags through the
summer and we continued to monitor them for as long as possible.
Several Wicklow and untagged kites
have been reported from Wexford,
Limerick and Kerry over the winter.
Amazingly one report in February

Photo: © Andrew Murray

included one of Brian Etheridge’s
Northern Scotland 2010 kites (Blue
59) in Co. Kerry and this same bird
was seen again in early May in
Wicklow. Unexpectedly too, a Red
Kite that was transmitting a mortality radio signal from the train tracks,
near Avoca, all winter and which we
presumed had been killed was seen
alive in early May by a good friend
of mine, James Irons. This was observed perched in the same tree
as the Northern Scotland kite. Just
shows the value of the wing-tags
in establishing survival and what a
good Leica telescope can do! I got
a brief glimpse of a red-tagged central Scotland kite seen near Avoca
in December, although the tag code
was unfortunately not seen. Robert
Straughan also recorded a central
Scotland kite over the winter. So it
seems clear that kites from elsewhere are passing through during
dispersal and hopefully settling to
help increase the Irish populations.
The Golden Eagle Trust was working hard during early 2011 to complete proposals and additional funding applications for the final phase
of the Red Kite releases in Ireland.
I was fortunate to make it to the
Welsh Kite Trust AGM to discuss
the proposed additional release location in north Co. Dublin and it was
great to meet so many that have
helped the Irish project. Since the

Hide!! Kite chicks at Gigrin: © Marc Ruddock

RSPB release finished in 2010 we
proposed to collect the final 53 kites
from Wales and put some in Wicklow and some in a new area, halfway between Co. Down and Co.
Wicklow. It is hoped this will maximise the donor stock and help secure the Irish east coast population
of Red Kites and assist the spread
west across the rest of Ireland.
The Wicklow kites are doing well.
Following the successful breeding
of Red Kites during 2010 and further successful breeding in 2011,
this year saw the final release of 13
Red Kites in Wicklow. This brings
a total of 120 kites that have been
released in Wicklow between 2007
and 2011. The Red Kite is now a familiar sight around Wicklow farms
and villages and particularly in
Avoca village throughout the year
where notably large communal
roosts occur in the winter. People
from near and far have come to see
the kites and many are captivated
by the sight of the graceful, forkedtailed kite floating and gliding
over fields and woods in Wicklow.
The Wicklow Red Kites successfully produced a minimum of 17 young
in 2011 which when combined with
the 13 released this year means
at least 30 young kites have been
added to the population. The first
record of a brood of three young

kites in Wicklow was recorded by
Damian Clarke and these were
ringed and wing-tagged as part of
the on-going monitoring program.
The Dublin kites were released on
the 26th July and the Wicklow kites
on the 3rd August; all were wingtagged and radio-tagged with assistance from Brian Etheridge. One
kite was fitted with a satellite tag
and has so far travelled over 190km
west to Co. Mayo and has just returned to Dublin in early October.
In the last fortnight only four kites
(in Dublin) and two kites (in Wicklow) have not been seen from the
released cohort and winter roosts
in Dublin are now forming. The recently released Wicklow kites have
joined up with the main kite roosts
and one Wicklow kite has recently
been seen with the Dublin birds.
Adam McClure, the new RSPB
kite officer reports that one Dublin kite is with the Co. Down kites.
The Irish Red Kites would not be
where they are today if it were not
for the support and hard efforts of
Tony Cross and all the Welsh Kite
Trust Trustees, volunteers, and kite
watchers in finding nests and collecting the donor stock. This last
year of collection was a privilege
to be involved with and the excitement and experience of the clouds
of kites above Gigrin, ringing little
owls, goshawks, green woodpeckers and redstarts, meeting landowners and kite watchers will remain
with me and the Irish collection
team for eternity. This final collection will hopefully secure the longterm future of the Irish Red Kites.
The Golden Eagle Trust would like
to thank the people (and kites) of
Wales, the Welsh Kite Trust, Welsh
Kite watchers’ Group and all the
landowners for their help and support in collecting over the past five
years. Now that the release phase
of the project is completed, we look
forward to keeping you updated with
the progress of the kites and watching the Irish population expand.
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NORTHERN IRELAND REINTRODUCTION SPRING UPDATE
By Rob Straughan
Winter Wanderers: We have another new arrival in County Down, not
more kite chicks yet this time, but a
Red Kite from Scotland! Red/Blue
52 hatched last year in Perthshire
and was first seen back in January and spotted again in March,
we hope it will stay and become a
breeding bird here in future years.
The wanderer Blue 25 was reported in our last update and has
continued its travels. Following
its seaside break at Ardglass, 25
had returned to Castlewellan but
the return to the release area was
short-lived and it ventured deep
into the Mourne Mountains between Hilltown and Warrenpoint
before disappearing again. The radio transmitter fitted to Brown/Blue
25 allowed it to be tracked to just
outside Clogher in County Tyrone.
25 stayed there for a few weeks
before getting itchy feet again and
returning to the Mourne Mountains

where it as remained since...for the
time being!
Our own Northern Ireland hatched
chicks have been frequently observed since they fledged from their
nests here and have begun mingling freely with the chicks which
were released in the last phase of
our reintroductions. It’s extra exciting to see these kites knowing they
are the first generation of wild born
Red Kites to grace Northern Irish
skies for over 200 years
Things are looking very positive for
the coming breeding season with
many of last year’s kites rebuilding
nests. Issy and Sparky, as well as
Paprika and Dobbin are back on
their respective territories hoping
to produce young again this year.
Jasper and his mate Black E however have not only abandoned last
years nest site but they have also
split up! This is especially surpris-

ing considering that they were the
most successful birds last year, the
only pair to rear two young. Jasper
has taken up with Honky, who lost
her mate last year, presumably to
an incident in a nest dispute with
buzzards; whereas Black E has
paired off with a mystery toy boy,
a male from 2009 whose identity
is still unknown. This story may yet
have a twist in the tail so watch this
space!
Spreading my own wings; as Red
Kite Project Officer, I have had an
amazing experience working with
the kites and the people I’ve met
through the project but I’m now
handing over the reigns to pursue
life in France. I’d like to thank everyone who has been involved in the
project for their support and wish
the new Outreach and Monitoring
Officer all the best when they come
on board in June 2011.

NORTHERN IRELAND REINTRODUCTION AUTUMN UPDATE
By Adam Mc Clure
Northern Ireland Red Kites is the
first species reintroduction in Northern Ireland and part of an All-Ireland
project to bring back these wonderful birds to our shores. Project partners are the Welsh Kite Trust, the
Golden Eagle Trust and the Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds
Following the fledging of the first
Red Kite chicks to be born in Northern Ireland for over 200 years last
season, there was optimism that
this year the success would continue and in the early part of the
season nine territorial pairs where
identified across south County
Down.
Unfortunately the exceptional unseasonably strong winds, which
battered the British Isles on 23 May,
took their toll and four of the nests
were destroyed as a direct result of
the weather. We were hopeful with
the five remaining pairs and were
delighted when they successfully
fledged eight chicks (3x1, 1x2 and
1x3) with the first fledged chick being recorded on 13 July at a site
near Downpatrick.
We were particularly pleased with
the brood of three, not only because this was the first “Red Kite
triplets” recorded in Northern Ireland, but also because the paternal
bird, Brown/Pink u, was only in his
third calendar year and this was his
first attempt at breeding. The boy
done good and hopefully he will
repeat the feat next year with his
mate, brown/black N.
Also worth noting was a sighting of
an untagged juvenile, reported on
the Ards Peninsula in mid-August.
This along with a sighting of two
birds nearby just over a week later
may suggest that an unknown nest
was located in one of the large estates in the area, of which there are
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several. I have already spoken to
the farm manager on one of the estates and have been given permission to “tramp around” next spring
to investigate this further.

sense of ownership with the kites
and to date 23 kites have been
adopted by schools and interested
individuals from across Northern
Ireland.

Kites from outside Northern Ireland recorded here this year have
included Red/Blue 52 from Central Scotland, which was recorded
roosting and feeding with NI birds
back in March. In early August a
Dumfries & Galloway bird was recorded high over Ballygally on the
east coast of County Antrim. The
distance across the North Channel
from Scotland to Northern Ireland
is less than 20 miles at this point.

This year also marked the end of
the initial three-year phase of the
project and although funding was
obtained to continue for a further
three years, Robert decided the
time was right to hand the reins
on to someone else and moved
to France to be with his girlfriend,
Agnés. Swapping south Down for
the south of France, what was he
thinking?!

In early September I was taken to a
site in east Antrim where pale blue/
white B7, one of the birds released
at Newbridge House in Fingal at
the start of August, had been visiting for “several weeks, possibly
a month”. The bird hung around
for another couple of weeks before disappearing, only to reappear
in south Down on 27 September
feeding and roosting with NI kites,
and at the time of writing (mid-October), the bird is still in the area.
Unfortunately there was one incident of suspected poisoning this
year, however the bird, brown/blue
22, was discovered in time, rehabilitated and released by Robert.
It has since been seen regularly
in the Moneyslane area of south
Down and is apparently doing well.
The only confirmed death of a NI
Red Kite this year has been brown/
blue 27, the corpse of which was
recovered on a beach in Wigtown,
Scotland in early February.
Working closely with our education
department, we have also been
pushing the “adopt-a-kite” initiative
in an effort to get local people, in
particular school children, to take a

Having been lucky enough to be
involved with the reintroduction
back at the beginning and having the opportunity to visit Wales
with Robert, I took up the post of
Red Kite Officer, or as I’m already
known to most local people in the
area, “the burd fella” sic. at the end
of June. I quickly got to work continuing the hard work Robert and
volunteers had achieved over the
previous few years and the fact
that a Red Kite now adorns the Ulster Farmers’ Union logo and that
I’m about to also write an article for
Irish Country Sports and Country
Life is testament to how the kites
have been accepted and welcomed back to the Northern Irish
countryside.
Here’s hoping for continued success of the next few years, hopefully even seeing the first breeding
attempt from a Northern Irish-born
Red Kite in 2012.
Adam McClure
NI Red Kite Officer
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2011 Breeding Reports from other UK regions
We thank colleagues in the RSPB
and other organisations and
groups for supplying the following
updates for their regions.

CHILTERNS AND
SURROUNDING AREA

2011 was the 2nd year the SEKG
have not taken chicks for re-introduction elsewhere in the UK. We
continued to monitor nests but
tagged fewer young. Broods in 2011
were once again small. The average number of chicks in a sample of
77 visited nests was 1.65 (127/77)
with 11 broods of 3, 28 broods of 2
and 38 singles. Most of the broods
of three (9 out of 11) were recorded
along the edge of the core area,
where pairs are breeding at a lower
density. This difference in productivity is something we have noticed
before and appears to be further
evidence that competition for food
in the high density areas is probably limiting brood sizes, although
we are unable to measure this. Our
2009 report included a comparison
between productivity in the inner
core (< 7Km from the release site)
and outside of it. Using the same
areas, this year we recorded an average brood size of 1.42 chicks per
nest in the inner core (75 young in
53 nests) and 2.17 chicks per nest
outside (52 young in 24 nests). The
average for the outside is similar to
those in 1992-2006 (2.07 chicks per
nest) when densities were lower.
We located 162 breeding pairs of
which 111 were successful to the
stage of hatching eggs while 17
failed. The outcome of the remaining 34 is unknown. Although we
located fewer pairs than last year
(11% down (183 to 162)), we received reports that indicate that the
range of Red Kites in the Chilterns
and surrounding areas is still expanding but it is difficult to quantify
this. The reduction in pairs found
was due to reduced monitoring in
some areas but fieldwork was also
hampered by the beech trees coming into leaf around 2 weeks earlier than usual. The population is
18

almost certainly still increasing but
we are unable to provide an accurate population estimate. We suspect the population in the old core
has remained in recent years and
all expansion has been on the edge
of a growing range. We expect the
results of the BTO Atlas will provide
a better opportunity to estimate the
breeding population in and surrounding the Chilterns.
Peter Stevens and Peter Edwards
on behalf of the Southern England Kite Group: Nigel Snell, Terry
Hill, Colin Wearn, Gerry Whitlow,
Howard Ginn, Andrew Freeman,
Helen Olive, Gerald Marsh, Mike
Collard, Colin Barnes, Kelly Jones

WILTSHIRE

In 2011 the increase in kites in Wiltshire continued. Four roosts were
monitored and the peak coordinated count was of 108 kites on 30
January (counts of 37, 26, 25 and
20 respectively). One roost was still
being used in July and August by
up to 14 kites, mostly second calendar years.
Monitoring during the breeding
season was much reduced this
year. Nine pairs were confirmed
as breeding, fledging at least 14
young, of which two pairs bred successfully in south Wiltshire, continuing the range expansion. There
were also three probable breeding
pairs but the true total must have
been nearer 20 pairs again as five
regular pairs were not checked.
Paul Castle
Co-ordinator, Wiltshire Raptor Group

HAMPSHIRE

Red Kites are now present across
a broad belt about 35km wide
stretching from the Berkshire border southwards to the Test Valley.
Densities are still highest in the area
bordered by the M3 and A303 – an
area of about 600 sq km. Within
this zone we monitored nine nests
in an area of just 70 sq km, giving
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an indication of just how dense the
population is becoming. In total
we monitored 18 nests across the
county, but the actual number of
breeding pairs is probably 30-35.
Most of the monitored pairs reared
broods of three chicks, and one pair
hatched four young, although only
two survived. It is clear why our local population is growing fast!

The East Midlands Red Kite release
programme has been successful
to the point where local ringers licensed by the British Trust for Ornithology have taken over monitoring
nascent populations in Rutland and
Lincolnshire. Whilst an easterly
expansion of range was noted in
Cambridgeshire, this was not apparent west of the A6003, reflecting the situation of ten years ago
when persecution was suspected.

No wing tags or radio transmitters
were fitted this year. Of the five
birds carrying transmitters fitted in
2010 we know that four survived
the coldest December in 100 years
- three of them preferring to join the
larger concentrations in Berkshire
and Buckinghamshire. Sadly one
of these died having been shot in
June. Of those carrying just wing
tags, one was seen in north Hertfordshire and another reached the
Sussex coast – both birds being
over 100 km away from their natal sites. A 2010 bird from the East
Midlands also visited us during the
winter having travelled about 150
km. One of our 2009 chicks was
found dead in North Yorkshire, over
300 km to the north.

One hundred and forty nests were
located, and from 75 of these 140
nestlings were tagged, 30 of them
released in the Lake District. This
is the second consignment in a 3year programme. The final release
of thirty in 2012 will conclude the reintroduction programme in the English counties. From the 75 nests,
13 eggs failed to hatch including 3
in a nest from which one nestling
fledged. Brood sizes were 19 x 1,
30 x 2 and 19 x 3 with one brood
of 4. Thirty eight other successful
nests with 63 nestlings noted were
deemed inaccessible or were visited when broods were near to fledging and therefore not approached
for ringing and tagging. Twenty
seven nests failed.

We monitored four winter roosts
but numbers were lower than in
late 2010. It would seem likely that
birds had moved elsewhere when
snow covered the ground for two
weeks in December. The combined
total of birds at roosts in January
was about 100.

Tagged individuals were recorded, and often photographed, in
Lincolnshire, Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Oxfordshire, West Sussex and Dorset. A tantalising image was received from the Ligue
pour la Protection des Oiseaux in
France of a wing-tagged kite in the
Auvergne Region, Massif Central
in April. The image is blurred but
appears to show a purple right wing
tag with a white strip on the bottom
edge indicating a bird of East Midlands origin.

Keith Betton and Richard Jacobs,
Hampshire Ornithological Society

SUSSEX

A quiet year in Sussex with only
two breeding pairs found. One
pair reared 3 young and the second pair just one young. Maximum
winter roost 12-15 birds in total.
The number of Red Kites reported
by the SOS membership is ever
upwards but as yet the breeding
population remains tiny.
Martin Kalagher.

We are grateful to members of the
public who report tag sightings,
and carcasses to us for collection.
Some carcasses wrongly identified
as kites by the finder proved to be
Pheasant, Common Buzzard and
an egg bound chicken in a bush.
Confusion can also arise when tag
colours or symbols are reported

incorrectly. For example, a kite released from a rehabilitation centre at Gigrin Farm, Powys on 19th
August bearing black and white
tags bearing combination J6 was
reported as White/White J6 when
the bird was taken into care again
near Grantham. Tagging allows us
to identify an individual and determine areas in which it will forage,
the roost sites it may prefer, the
range over which it will travel, and
affinity to nest site. We have three
thousand tag sightings on record,
140 of which were noted in the first
six months of the year. Thirty two of
these were breeding adults at nest
sites.
The Forestry Commission have
been involved with the project since
the inception in 1995. Corby Canvas Products in Weldon, and Sign
of the Times at Kettering have provided material or tags. Many landowners and gamekeepers have
welcomed and encouraged our activities. Steve and Julie Thornton,
Sam Higgins, Kevin Jeffries, Andy
Glover, Julie Roe and Sandra Holman spent many hours in the field
monitoring known nest sites and
finding new ones. We acknowledge with gratitude the assistance
given by these organisations and
individuals.
Karl Ivens
01780 444925
karl.ivens@forestry.gsi.org
Derek Holman 01536 265040
derek.holman280@btinternet.com

YORKSHIRE

Monitoring began with checks of
the 77 sites at which kites had bred
in 2010. In 22 instances the territories were found to be either unoccupied (18) or birds were present
but not breeding (4). Three of the
2010 breeding birds were known to
be dead (accident – 2, rat poison
– 1) and in two other instances the
2010 nests had been lost due to
tree thinning and clear-felling after
the end of the breeding season. For
the most part it is not possible to
tell what has caused the absence
of missing birds or at what point in

the period of 8-9 months between
breeding seasons this occurred,
the detailed monitoring of pairs only
being possible during the breeding
season.
Pairs were also located at 20 sites
not known to have been occupied
in 2010. Eight of these pairs may
have involved birds missing from
2010 sites, whilst others appeared
to be fresh pairs which had established themselves on new territories.
Overall, 82 territorial pairs were located, a slight decrease from the
2010 figure of 84. However, the
locations of four of the pairs represented significant range extensions
into new areas, so confirming the
geographical spread of the population away from the core area. 74
pairs was confirmed as breeding - a
slight decrease on the 2010 figure
of 77. Moreover, an unprecedented
high failure rate of 16 pairs (22%)
resulted in only 58 pairs successfully raising young. Fortunately the
average young raised per successful pair (2.1) was up to the 2010
level, resulting in 119 young being
raised – a significant reduction on
the 2010 figure of 147.
The cause of many of the breeding
failures was not apparent. Where
known, failures resulted from:
- a female being found dead on its
nest from an undetermined cause;
- disturbance/nest destruction in
forestry operations at two locations;
- unauthorised construction of a
BMX cycle track running under a
nest;
- predation of young;
- new pair adopting an old crows
nest in a position susceptible to
public disturbance;
- nest dislodged in high winds;
- building operations in woodland
close to nest site.
It is possible that increasing competition for food amongst growing
populations of Red Kites and Common Buzzards may contributed
significantly to the decline of the
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Yorkshire Red Kites: Summary of 2011 Breeding Season
(2010 Figures in brackets)
Location

		

W Yorks

E Yorks

Totals

Territorial Pairs

44

29

9

82 (84)

Breeding pairs

39

27

8

74 (77)

Successful Pairs

33

19

6

58 (70)

Failed Pairs
Young Fledged

7
66

number of breeding pairs of kites in
the core area. This factor, particularly in combination with the effects
of the hard 2010/11 winter, may well
have reduced the population in that
area to a more sustainable level.
Doug Simpson MBE
Yorkshire Red Kite Co-ordinator
doug@milvus.me.uk

NORTHERN KITES
The harshest and most prolonged
winter weather for three decades
may have affected the breeding
success and expansion of the
region’s re-introduced Red Kite
population and the result was a
‘standstill year’ with no increase
in breeding pairs or fledged young
and successful nesting once again
confined to the ‘core’ area around
the Derwent Valley, Gateshead,
Tyne and Wear, and the Causey
and Beamish district, just over the
County Durham boundary.
There was no indication of a
spread into surrounding districts
and, for the first time since breeding recommenced after a gap of
170 years, no evidence of nesting
within Northumberland although
birds were seen regularly in some
localities, particularly along the
Tyne Valley. However, the encouraging news was that three pairs of
kites succeeded in fledging broods
of three young, compared with only
20

N Yorks

During June and July 12 young
were ringed and nine, which were
sufficiently developed, were wing
tagged by Keith Bowey and Ian
Kerr and Ken Sanderson. 12 other
young were not ringed or tagged
because they were too large to
handle safely and could have
‘jumped,’ or were already out of
the nests.

The 2011 youngsters were fitted
with white tags with black lettering
on their right wings with the nor8
2
16 (7)
mal Northern project tag of pink
on the left wing. Anyone seeing a
41
12
119 (147)
tagged kite can report it through
the FoRK website, www.friendsofredkites.org.uk or via their county
one set of ‘triplets’ in 2010.
bird recorders.
2011 was the second year in which
responsibility for monitoring was
undertaken by the Friends of Red
Kites (FoRK), the organisation
made up of former volunteers with
the Northern Kites project which released 93 kites from the Chilterns
over a three-year period. Ringing,
wing-tagging, completing BTO
Nest Record Cards and reporting
to the Rare Birds Breeding Panel
was also undertaken by FoRK.
Early season survey work indicated
around 19 active territories, 17 in
the re-introduction area and two in
the closely adjoining area of County
Durham. Disappointingly, no active
sites were found in Northumberland or elsewhere in Durham, despite much hard searching by the
monitoring teams.
Eighteen pairs produced eggs and
of these 12 pairs went on to fledge
a total of 24 young. This was very
similar to 2010 when 13 pairs
fledged 24 young. In our report for
2010 we suggested that was a very
good result in view of the severe
winter of 2009-10. However, the
monitoring team felt that the even
harsher and more prolonged freezing conditions which faced the kites
last winter may have resulted in the
loss of some birds and have left
others in a poor state to face the
rigours of the breeding season.

Six pairs failed during incubation or
when they had small chicks. At one
of these nest a female died whilst
incubating and the body was eventually blown down and recovered.
However, because of its condition
no cause of death could be established. At the final site, a successful 2010 nest was refurbished and
then deserted without eggs being
laid.
There was no indication of the cause
of the failures which were probably
due to natural causes. It is worth
mentioning that during 2011 some
Peregrine sites in Northumberland
failed during to bad weather so our
kites may have suffered too. Careful examination of the failed sites
showed no evidence of deliberate
human interference. However, one
was under a well-used footpath and
another appeared to suffer regular
disturbance from youngsters using
a mountain bike route.
Several other pairs displayed and
showed some territorial behaviour
but no nests were found. During
the coming winter, when trees are
bare, co-ordinated searches are
to be made of the areas involved
to check for any nests which were
missed so that they can be visited
during 2012.

Among the 2011 pairs, both successful and unsuccessful, some
birds appeared with new partners,
perhaps a sign that others may not
have survived the winter.
As in previous years, various odd
items of decoration were found at
nests, the most unusual being the
head of a toy seal in one of the
nests containing three chicks.
As in 2010, a rather worrying aspect
was that almost all the successful
breeding took place in the ‘core’ reintroduction area with little sign of
birds spreading out to colonise new
districts, apart from the two pairs in
the Causey and Beamish area. This
raised fears that as well as winter
mortality further illegal persecution could be involved. For example, in west Northumberland where
kites bred in earlier years, a total of
five poisoning victims have so far
been found in areas with gamebird shoots. It appears that area remains a ‘black hole’ for kites trying
to move into otherwise ideal nesting
habitats. The situation led FoRK to
organise a series of talks to various
organisations in the area culminating in a public event in Hexham in
March to launch a ‘Think Kite – Act
Right’ campaign, which resulted in
a lot of positive publicity in both the
local and regional press and on radio and television. During the event
much information was received
from local residents and farmers
who believed they had seen kites
in the district. One of the monitoring teams spent long hours checking out all of these reports and although they located many pairs of
Buzzards no kites were found.

there have been seven confirmed
deaths from this cohort.
The deaths of four birds were attributed, it was discovered after
post-mortem, to ‘natural causes’.
The remaining three birds were
found to have been shot (2) and
poisoned (1). The poison identified
as being responsible for the death
of orange/blue 27 was Bendiocarb,
an acutely toxic insecticide. Cumbria Constabulary are currently investigating all three cases of persecution.
Kites from the 2010 cohort have
now been observed in locations
throughout south Scotland, Cumbria and Lancashire. The furthest
confirmed dispersal movements to
date have been recorded in Hertfordshire and East Sussex .
The second release of 30 birds
took place in August 2011, with the
young birds following a similar pattern to those released the previous
year. The majority remained in and
around the release site for a 4-6
week period post release, before
movements were recorded further
afield.
Thus far, roughly half the birds from
the 2011 release remain in the vicinity of the release site, the remainder it appears have dispersed over
longer distances, although some of
these continue to make occasional
return forays.
Twenty of the released kites were
fitted with tail mounted radio transmitters and so far no deaths have
been recorded from this cohort.

Ian Kerr & Ken Sanderson
FoRK (Friends of the Red Kite)

Iain Yoxhall
Forestry Commission

GRIZEDALE

NORTH SCOTLAND

The first release of 30 birds took
place in August 2010 and to date

Breeding in 2011
A further small increase in the
breeding population occurred in
2011. Eighty-four nesting sites
were checked in the spring and
55 held pairs. The nests of two of
these pairs could not be found, and
53 nests where eggs were laid were

So far 60 juvenile Red Kites have
been released at Grizedale, South
Cumbria with the aim of establishing the species in Cumbria and
throughout the North West of England.

closely monitored throughout the
season. Forty-seven (89%) bred
successfully, fledging a minimum of
106 young. They consisted of the
following brood sizes: b/1 = 8; b/2
= 21; b/3 = 16; b/4 = 2. The mean
brood size per laying pair was 2.00,
and 2.26 per successful pair. Of the
six breeding failures, four were unknown causes; three occurring during incubation and one when small
young were present. The remaining
two were due to nest collapse during high winds on 23 May. Ninetyfour young in accessible nests were
weighed, measured, ringed and
fitted with unique wing-tags. The
biometrics collected allowed most
chicks to be sexed. In addition, a
body feather sample was collected
from each chick for DNA studies.
The total young fledged from nests
in the Highlands in the past 20
years (1992-2011) when added to
the original 93 reintroduced birds is
now in excess of 1300 birds.
Roosts
Four communal roosts were monitored for tagged birds during the
year. These same four roosts have
been active in previous years. All
four are in broadleaf woodland situated on farmland. All owners are
aware of their existence. Only one
roost regularly exceeded 20 birds.
From October through to early
March this roost again held in excess of 50 birds every night, peaking at 70-80 birds during February.
Using wing-tags, we were able to
determine that the roost consisted primarily of non-breeding first
and second year old birds. Red
Kites using the other three roosts
were mainly established territorial
adults known to be paired and to
have bred the previous summer.
Monitoring visits commenced in
early September and for the primary roost, visits were made at
least once per week until the end
of March. Visits to the other three
roosts were less frequent but were
usually once a month, occasionally
more. The purpose of these visits
was to read wing-tags for survival
analysis and to estimate the wintering population. Three of the roosts
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broke up in early April with the start
of the breeding season but were
progressively reformed from mid
August. The primary roost wood is
without a resident nesting pair and
was occupied by a small number
of first-year kites throughout the
spring and summer months before
increasing rapidly during August
with the arrival of newly independent juveniles.
Satellite tracking
Six young birds were again fitted
with GPS solar operated satellite
tags during the summer whilst still
in the nest. This was in addition to
the 13 kites marked in the summer
of 2009 as part of the “Eyes to the
Skies” Red Kite project with local
Highland primary schools (for details visit www.eyestotheskies.org.
uk) and the six marked in 2010.
One of the 2009 marked females
was tracked to a nest in Angus that
she was incubating. Her mate was
a male released as part of the Aberdeen reintroduction. This was the
first recorded breeding by kites in
the County for over 150 years. The
pair bred successfully rearing two
young.
Rodenticide incidents in 2011
Following a disastrous period in
2010 when four broods, totalling
11 young, were found dead during
June/July, it is a pleasure to report
that no cases of rodenticide poisoning were detected in 2011. This
follows a considerable amount of
publicity to the dangers of rodenticides to wildlife and specifically
Red Kites through national and local press. Furthermore, a leaflet describing the safe use of these products was circulated to landowners
and farmers throughout the region
in the spring of 2011 by the local
SGRPID (government Agricultural)
office.
Brian Etheridge-Red Kite Officer
RSPB North Scotland Office

CENTRAL SCOTLAND

Snow still lay thickly on the ground
in Central Scotland from November into March. This was the sec22

ond successive hard winter in our
area, and local kite workers were
concerned that we might have lost
some of our breeding pairs. During
the same period we received more
buzzard ringing recoveries from
our local study area than we have
ever had in such a short period of
time. We also were alerted to exceptional records of wing-tagged
kites of Central Scotland origin on
Colonsay, Tiree and Coll, Argyll Islands presumably birds moving to
areas that were ice free.
However, yet again the Red Kites
showed their adaptability, and at
the end of March and early April it
was good to see that most of our
established pairs were back on territory. We secured the services of
a kite officer, Rhian Evans (who
originates from the Welsh valleys!)
and together Rhian, Mike McDonnell and I managed to identify 59
breeding pairs of kites in our area
this year. This was an increase of
5 pairs on last year. Our breeding
Red Kite population now covers
23 ten kilometre squares and each
year it gets more difficult to find
every nest. There is no doubt that
some breeding pairs are now going undetected. We also had some
significant range expansion up into
Loch Tay area. Excitingly some of
our Central Scotland birds are now
breeding in the Aberdeen area with
the locally released birds there. The
Aberdeen kite population has also
generated the first breeding pair
of kites in Angus since reintroductions began, with a little help from
a satellite tagged bird from North
Scotland!
After fabulous weather in April, we
looked set for our best breeding
season ever. However on 23 May,
just as our Red Kites were hatching, we were hit with near 80 mph
winds. Large numbers of trees
were blown over and overnight
we lost about a third of our breeding attempts in the Stirling area. I
found one nest with a dead chick
of one week old about 70 metres
outside the nest wood, and a good
number of other sites with nests

on the ground and dead chicks or
broken eggs. Some nests were still
active although nearby boughs had
been blown off their nest trees! As
a result our population saw only 40
pairs successful in fledging a small
total of 76 young.
Later on in August, the Argaty Red
Kite feeding station recorded a
wing tagged young kite from the
east Midlands area, the first record
from that area in Scotland.
Duncan Orr-Ewing
RSPB Scotland

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY

Another good year in D&G for Red
Kites with increased geographical
expansion and growth in the breeding population only tempered by
lower productivity figures than last
year. However, considering some
of the very poor weather experienced this winter, spring and early
summer it has been a successful
breeding season, not the disaster
some expected. As well as providing the poor productivity, the bad
weather also made fieldwork much
more challenging, whilst during
ringing/tagging there was only one
dry day in the eleven days spent
processing young kites!
We now have kites breeding in 12
– 10km squares, two more than last
year, with density ranging from one
to 18 pairs per 10km square.
Sixty-five territorial pairs were located, of which 58 pairs laid clutches. Five nests failed. One hundred
and four young were processed at
the remaining 53 nests, of which,
90 were ringed and of those 87
were wing tagged. Thirteen young
had branched by or on the date
of ringing/tagging and one other
young was too wee for both ringing
and wing tagging. As in previous
years a percentage of young had
radio transmitters fitted to provide
valuable information in the study of
dispersal, movement and survival
of Red Kites.
There were five nests on Forest Commission Scotland land, of

which four were successful fledging seven young.
The usual look to the future based
on the sightings by volunteers at the
Bellymack Hill Farm feeding station
of last years tagged young tells us
that next years growth should be
on a par with previous years. Sixtyseven per cent of the 2010 cohort
survived through their first winter
and were present into early summer. The D&G Red Kite population
is now exhibiting all the hallmarks
of a self-sustaining population, with
some older adults being replaced
following winter mortality, ongoing
breeding population growth, and
geographical expansion, all being
observed.
George Christie, - RSPB Red Kite
Officer, Dumfries and Galloway

ABERDEEN

After another hard winter in Northeast Scotland, we started the
breeding season a little concerned
for the local kites. These fears were
unfounded however with another
record breaking year for the Aberdeenshire population. There were
at least 17 territorial pairs, with 16
laying and 15 successful. We escaped the worst of the May winds
that devastated our local ospreys
and kites elsewhere in Scotland,
with only one nest being blown
from its tree. We tagged 28 chicks,
with a minimum of 30 chicks fledging from the area. This included
significant range expansion, with
birds breeding in the Cairngorms
National Park and Angus for the
first time. There has also been
some immigration of breeders with

Kite chicks at the nest in Aberdeen where
live footage was broadcast over the internet
Photo: © Ewan Weston

two Central Scotland females and
one Black Isle female breeding with
Aberdeen birds in the northeast.
Since the project began in 2007,
50 Red Kite chicks have now been
reared in the wild, and the species
has bred in thirteen 10km squares,
so are becoming a common sight
throughout the region.
For the first time in Scotland we
broadcast live footage over the
web of a local Red Kite nest, with
over 30,000 hits in 6 weeks. We
aim to repeat this next year and
continue to show footage in a busy
Aberdeen city centre location.
Jenny Lennon - RSPB Red Kite
Officer, Aberdeen
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Table 1: A Comparison Of Regional Productivity In Red Kites 1997 - 2011
No. of nesting pairs

2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998

Wales (monitored)
Wales (estimated)
Southern England (mon)
Southern England (est.)
East Midlands
Yorkshire
Northern Kites
North Scotland
Central Scotland
Dumfries & Galloway
Aberdeen
Co.Wicklow
Northern Ireland

527
>1000
162
800
140
82
18
55
59
65
17
16
9

574
>1000
183
800
120
84
27
52
54
52
11
12
4

1997

500
329
320
259
212
489
471
346
ca.900 750-900 672-840 500-600 440-510 400-450 350-400 300-350
181
119
213
177
139
162
184
68
630 400-500 350+
300+
300+
N/A
101
52
37
24
23
95
68
74
>77
33
24
16
10
69
47
40
>16
22
10
5
53
39
35
35
35
50
39
40
55
25
17
18
15
45
34
28
41
12
4
32
21
17
5
3

N/A
285
132

202
259
112

181

167

152

75

71

52

15
8

16
3

7

4

4

34
10

32
7

30
4

23
2
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% of pairs successful 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997
Wales
Southern England
East Midlands
Yorkshire
Northern Kites
North Scotland
Central Scotland
Dumfries & Galloway
Aberdeen
Co. Wicklow
Northern Ireland

No. of Chicks reared
Wales (= estimated no.)
Southern England
East Midlands
Yorkshire
Northern Kites
North Scotland
Central Scotland
Dumfries & Galloway
Aberdeen
Co. Wicklow
Northern Ireland

65
N/A
81
78
67
89
68
91
88
77
56

66
N/A
87
91
68
75
83
92
75
64
100

63
>70
85
84
?
86
67
76
60
0

62
86
86
84
64
85
N/A
84

60
N/A
90
81
80
72
76
90

59
N/A
84
90
40
90
71
82

63
N/A
85
85

66
95
73
79

59
192
88
94

63
86
83
90

559
N/A
82
100

48
84
63
33

65
95
86

67
92
50

65
88
75

92
60
83

86
77
67

94
78
25

91
73

91
70

94
71

77
100

87
100

83

300
219
43
20

247
246
25
15

133
202
22
2

165
155
16

174
143
3

129
100
8

88
25

77
18

74
1

54
5

44
5
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2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997
920
>1000
203+
119
24+
106+
76
100
30+
17+
8

830
700-870 650-825
>1000
>725 580-720
173+
204+
186+
115+
147
117+
22
24+
20+
82+
87
95
76
93
74
53
98
58
15
7
12
0
5

600+ 420-504 440-510 361-400+273-312
500+
600
600+
383
312
99
130
92+
55
45
52
75
79
44
32
3
11
85
79
65
80
71
28
44+
59
32
34
18
27
38
3
1

Chicks/breeding pair 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997
Wales
Southern England
East Midlands
Yorkshire
Northern Kites
North Scotland
Central Scotland
Dumfries & Galloway
Aberdeen
Co. Wicklow
Northern Ireland

0.92
N/A
1.45
1.45
1.33
2.00
1.29
1.79
1.76
1.31
0.89

0.97
N/A
1.70
1.75
0.89
1.71
1.72
1.88
1.45
1.09
1.25

0.87
N/A
1.84
>1.52
N/A
1.94
1.34
1.45
1.40
0

0.96
N/A
1.82
1.72
1.00
1.78
1.69
1.76

0.86
N/A
>1.35
1.68
1.10
1.67
1.74
1.81

0.89
N/A
1.76
1.87
0.60
1.97
1.57
1.59

1.06
N/A
1.90
1.58

1.03
1.78
1.49
1.83

0.85
1.76
1.87
2.00

0.87
1.57
1.87
2.00

0.96
1.86
2.27
1.87

0.69
1.80
1.37
0.67

0.91
2.07
2.28

1.04
2.01
0.75

0.85
1.92
2.00

2.18
1.12
1.50

2.29
1.45
1.00

2.00
1.89
0.25

2.50
1.67

2.30
1.80

2.31
1.43

1.80
1.25

1.91
2.50

1.70

Chicks/successful pair 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997
Wales
Southern England
East Midlands
Yorkshire
Northern Kites
North Scotland
Central Scotland
Dumfries & Galloway
Aberdeen
Co. Wiclow
Northern Ireland

			

1.48
1.65
1.80
2.05
2.00
2.26
1.90
1.89
2.00
1.55
1.60

1.53
1.60
2.24
2.10
1.85
2.29
2.07
2.08
2.50
1.71
1.25

1.33
1.64
2.16
1.80
?
2.26
2.00
1.87
2.33

1.49
1.70
2.11
1.98
1.57
2.10
2.30
2.12

1.42
1.57
2.04
2.08
1.37
2.32
2.27
2.00

1.42
2.03
2.12
2.08
1.50
2.19
2.20
1.93

1.57
1.99
2.25
1.85

1.47
1.87
2.04
2.32

1.32
1.76
2.14
2.13

1.39
1.84
2.26
2.22

1.47
N/A
2.78
1.87

1.36
2.15
2.20
2.00

1.40
2.18
2.67

1.55
2.20
1.50

1.30
2.17
2.67

2.36
1.87
1.80

2.67
1.88
1.50

2.15
2.43
1.00

2.72
2.27

2.48
2.57

2.47
2.00

2.35
1.25

2.20
2.50

2.05

IN MEMORIAM - MR ANDREW STEPHEN DAVIES

Many thanks to everyone who, at the request of his partner Anne Mitchell, contributed donations to the Trust totalling over £500 in
memory of Mr. Andrew Stephen Davies of Adamsdown, Cardiff who tragically passed away in a motorbike accident on 3rd August 2011
aged 48. Andrew and Anne have been supporting the Trust for many years, regularly visited the kite feeding stations across Wales and
enjoyed watching the Red Kite population expand. Our sincere sympathies go to Anne and all of Andrew’s friends and family.
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“FRIENDS of the welsh kite” subscription renewals
All FOWK subscriptions fall due for renewal on 1st January 2012 unless you have joined since 1st September 2011,
in which case you have been given 2012 free of charge. Please note that the subscription rates are now £17.50 per
individual, £25.00 per joint/family and £60.00 per group.
If you intend to renew your subscription I would be grateful if you could please return the completed form without
delay so that we can guage the support we have.
ALL Standing Order mandates must now be renewed as a result of both a change in the subscription rates (the first
for those paying by S/O since our formation in 1996), and a change in our banking arrangements. If you currently pay
by Standing Order and wish to continue doing so please fill out the new mandate and enter the date of your usual
annual payment or 1st January 2012 if you prefer.
If you do not wish to renew your subscription it would be appreciated if you could inform us so that we can remove
you from our mailing list and save postage on unnecessary reminder letters.
Finally if you are a UK Tax payer please consider signing the Gift-aid declaration enclosed. It enables us to claim an
extra 25% (equivalent to an extra £4.37 on every individual subscription of £17.50 at no extra cost to yourself). If you
have signed a gift-aid form in the past you needn’t do so again although please remember to inform us if you have
ceased to pay tax.

“CYFEILLION Y BARCUDIAID CYMREIG” – ADNE WYDDU TANYSGRIFIAD
Mae holl danysgrifiadau CYBC i’w hadnewyddu ar Ionawr 1af 2012 os nad ydych wedi ymuno ers 1 Medi 2011, sy’n golygu
eich bod yn derbyn aelodaeth 2012 am ddim. Nodwch fod pris tanysgrifio nawr yn £17.50 i unigolyn, £25.00 cwpwl/teulu a
£60.00 i grŵp
Os ydych yn bwriadu ail ymaelodi, buaswn yn falch petaech yn gallu gwneud hynny ar fyrder er mwyn ein galluogi i fesur
maint ein cefnogaeth.
Rhaid adnewyddu pob gorchymyn banc oherwydd y newid ym mhrisiau tanysgrifiad ( y tro cynta i’r rhai ohonoch sy’n talu
gyda Gorchymyn Banc ers 1996), a newid yn ein trefniadau bancio. Os ydych eisoes yn talu gyda Gorchymyn banc ac
yn dymuno parhau i wneud hynny, rhaid llenwi mandad newydd gan lenwi eich dyddiad talu arferol neu 1 Ionawr 2012 os
dymunwch.
Os nad ydych yn dymuno adnewyddu eich tanysgrifiad byddem yn gwerthfawrogi petaech yn ein hysbysu . Bydd hyn yn ein
galluogi ni i dynnu eich enw oddi ar ein rhestr postio ac yn arbed arian inni ar gostau postio a llythyrau atgoffa di angen.
Yn olaf, os ydych yn dreth dalwr yn y D U a fyddech cystal ac ystyried arwyddo’r ffurflen Cymynrodd amgaeedig. Golyga hyn
y gallwn hawlio 25% yn ychwanegol (£4.37 ar bob tanysgrifiad unigol gwerth £17.50 heb gost ychwanegol i chwi). Os ydych
eisoes wedi arwyddo ffurflen cymynrodd does dim angen ail wneud hynny, ond cofiwch ein hysbysu unwaith y bydd ichwi
beidio talu treth.

Newsletters for Landowners/Landmanagers
It has been the Trust policy for the last 15 years to provide newsletters free of charge to all landowners and
helpers. We currently mail out to nearly 700 farmers and other land-managers. It is our aim to continue
to do this, as we see it as a small token of our appreciation for your help and support, and will be seeking
outside funding to help us meet the increasing costs of doing so. If, however, any landowners are happy to
contribute then all donations would be gratefully received. Similarly if your newsletter goes in the recycling
bin, unread, then we could save nearly £2.00 per copy if you let us know that you no longer wish to receive
them.

Cylchlythyrau i Berchnogion/Rheolwyr tir
Dros y pymtheg mlynedd olaf, rydym wedi sicrhau copïau o’r cylchlythyr yn rhad i’r perchnogion tir a’r cynorthwywyr. Danfonir tua 700 copi i ffermwyr a rheolwyr tir eraill. Ein bwriad yw parhau i wneud hyn gan
ei fod yn arwydd bychan o’n gwerthfawrogiad ichwi oll, a byddwn yn chwilio am gymorth ariannol allanol i
barhau gyda’r polisi hwn. Os oes rhai ohonoch sydd yn fodlon cyfrannu, byddwn yn falch iawn o dderbyn
eich cymorth. Os oes rhai ohonoch fydd yn rhoi’r cylchlythyr yn y bin ailgylchu heb edrych arno, hwyrach y
byddech cystal a rhoi gwybod inni nad ydych am ei dderbyn yn y dyfodol.

		

CAN YOU COUNT TO FOUR?

In 25 years of climbing to kite
nests I’ve never had the opportunity to test that out on kite chicks
before! It has finally happened! A
nest near Llanidloes, monitored by
Dee Doody, has become the first
nest to my knowledge in Wales
ever to rear four chicks - well I
say rear! In what may seem a bit
of a harsh act, the three young-

est were collected on behalf of
the Irish re-introduction scheme. I
would have dearly loved to have
left all four to fledge in Wales as
a historic first but we were having
great difficulty finding nests with
more than one! Anyway, most kite
pairs in Wales only produce a single chick and if you are going to
found a new population it is best

to use the very best genetic stock
you can get! As you can see from
the photo they were pretty close
to fledging and were all good
weights so I have no doubt they
would all have made it. Bet the
three were glad to get out of the
rain anyway!
Photo: © Tony Cross

BWTHYN BARCUD COCH - RED KITE COTTAGE
Red Kite Cottage is a recently renovated 12th Century Cistercian grange farm barn, situated at the head of the
Melindwr Valley. Still with many of its original features, it offers a kingsize master with ensuite, two twin rooms
and family shower room. A comprehensively equipped kitchen leads off the oak beamed main lounge which
provides panoramic views over your own private valley (sheep sometimes included!). Surrounding the valley are
the Cambrian Mountains, renowned for their stunning
natural beauty and include Nant yr Moch Reservoir,
Plynlimon and an area rich in mining heritage.
You are of couse only a few hundred yards, as the kite
flys, from the Bwlch Nant-yr-Arian Red Kite Feeding
Station. Slightly further afield you’ll find Devils Bridge,
Ynys-las Sand Dunes & Aberystwyth.
Savour your time here photographing the Red Kites,
walking the dog, hitting the Mountain Bike Trails, painting the views, or simply relaxing in comfortable surroundings.
Your hosts, John and Barbara Clarke, are long-time supporters of the Trust and have kindly offered a commission on each booking taken through Boda Wennol - please be sure to mention that you saw their advert here!

Tel. +44 (0) 1970 890 221 or visit www.redkitecottage.com
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On 15th April 2011 its long-dead
corpse with a severed wing was
found under turbines at Bryn Titli
Windfarm

Recent ringing
recoveries of
Welsh kites
GR19786 (BLACK/WHITE 33)
Ringed as a single chick in a
nest near Pontrhydygroes on 10th
June 2011. Found freshly dead,
scavanged, at Minster Lovell, Oxon
on 3rd September 2011. It was one
of a brood of two chicks, the other
was taken for Ireland.
GR19891 (Black/White F9)
Ringed as the younger chick in
a brood of two in a nest on the
Shropshire/Powys border near
Churchstoke. It was picked up
injured on the A542 2 miles from
Llangollen and taken to the RSPCA
in Cheshire. It was released at
Gigrin Farm about a week later.
AJ62229 (Black/Green 90)
Ringed on 23rd June 2006 near
Clarach, Aberystwyth as the elder
chick in a brood of two. Its longdead remains were recovered from
a field on 7th september 2011 in a
field near Cardigan.
AJ59537 (Black/Green F6) –
Ringed on 26th June 2006 as a
single chick in a nest near Lampeter.
it was found washed-up on a beach
at Treaddur Bay, Anglesey on 15th
May 2011.
AJ60342 (Black/Purple 36) Ringed as a single chick in a nest
near Llangurig on 20th June 2007.

GC11662 (Black/Pink 13) Ringed on 16th June 2009 as the
younger chick in a brood of two at
a nest near Rhayader. The eldest
chick was collected for the Irish
Reintroduction Project. In April
2011 it was found freshly dead with
a severed wing under turbines at
Bryn Titli Windfarm.
GR19598 (Black/Blue 43) Ringed on 22nd June 2010 as the
younger chick in a brood of two at
a nest near Rhayader. The eldest
chick was collected for the Irish
Reintroduction Project. On 14th
April 2010 it was hit and killed by a
car at Alton in Hampshire.
GC11633 (Black/Green M) - Ringed
as the elder of two chicks in a nest
near Trecastle on 11th June 2006.
It was found dead on 24th March
2011 1 mile south of Withypool,
Exmoor on a game shooting estate.
Subsequent tests showed that it
had died through poisoning. No
prosecutions resulted.
GN54178(Black/Red Filled-Heart)
Ringed on 16th June 2003 as the
younger chick in a brood of two at a
nest near Ciliau Aeron. It was found
grounded on 27th March 2011 near

Aberaeron but died in care.
GN65314 (Black/Red Hour-glass)
Ringed on 3rd July 2003 as the
younger chick in a brood of two at
a nest near Ystrad Aeron. Its longdead remains were found stuck in a
sheep fence at Llanllyr in late April
2010.
HT48609 (Red/Red E) - Ringed on
12th June 1993 as a single, female,
chick in a nest near Pontrhydygroes.
It was found about 2 weeks dead
near Cwm Erfyn, Aberystwyth on
9th January 2011. Amazingly, given
that it was tagged initially this was
the first record of the bird since
fledging 18 years previously!
GC11661 (Black/Pink 12) - Ringed
as a single chick in a nest near New
Radnor on 6th June 2009. It was
found freshly dead with a full crop
at Fyfield Hill, Marlbourough on
24th December 2010. Lab testing
failed to find any sign of toxic
substances and so the cause of
death remains unknown.
GR19637 (Black/Blue M) - Ringed
as the elder of two chicks in a nest
near Trecastle on 11th June 2006.
It was found dead on 24th March
2011 1 mile south of Withypool,
Exmoor on a game shooting estate.
Subsequent tests showed that it
had died through poisoning. Sadly,
no prosecutions resulted.

WKT/ Gigrin Farm Rehabilitation aviaries
Another quiet year. Once again several buzzards passed through along with at least 6 kites. All but two of the
buzzards (one died in care, one euthanased) were subseuently released.
Details of each of the kites are given below.
1. Black/Purple 29 - Found stuck in a sheep fence below the nest by farmer. Taken to Ystwyth Vets. Transferred
to Gigrin Farm. One foot very badly swollen. Transferred to Megan Morris Jones at Cuan House Wildlife Rescue,
Much Wenlock for more expert medical attention and treatment. Returned to Gigrin and released on
2. Black/Orange 51 A leucistic bird. Found grounded at Gigrin Farm, cowering in base of hedge being attacked by
crows. No apparent injuries so after a short spell of rehab it was released at Gigrin on 24th June 2011.
3. Black/White J4. The younger of two chicks in a nest near Llandrindod on 22nd June. It had a massive absess
in its mouth and needed surgery and prolonged medication to sort out the problem. Initially treated at Gigrin it was
then moved to Megan at Cuan House then back to Gigrin. It was released, at Gigrin, on 26th July 2011.
4. Black/White J5 Picked up near Penuwch, Tregaron, one of several young birds picked up in the autumn suffering
from wet plumage and general weakness. Fortunately, all that is usually required is a drying off, some food and a bit
of time in rehab. It was released at Gigrin on 19th August, along with its rather off-colour cell mate below!
5. Black/White J6. Another leucistic kite. Picked up near Upper Chapel, Brecon on 21st July 2011 and eventually
delivered to Gigrin. It recovered well and was released with J5 on 19th August. On 9th September it was found
grounded again near Boston in Lincolnshire 251 kms east of where it was released! It is presently with the Raptor
Foundation awaiting the result of health checks. If all OK it could be back at Gigrin by Mid November.
6. Black/Red ‘Downwards open triangle”. Found grounded, weak and thin but with no obvious injury, by Janet
Baxter at Nant-yr-Arian in early October. Recovering well and release back at Nant-yr-Arian, imminent.
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THE WELSH KITE TRUST WOULD
LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING
FOR
THEIR
FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE
OF £50.00 OR
MORE IN THE PERIOD 1st NOV
2010 TO 31st OCTOBER 2011
DYMUNA
YMD D IR IED O L AE T H
BARCUDIAID
CYMRU
DDIOLCH
I’R CANLYNOL AM EU CYMORTH
ARIANNOL O £50 NEU FWY YN
Y CYFNOD 1 TACHWEDD 2010
- 31 HYDREF 2011
Mr. D. R. Allard, Wiltshire
Mr. & Mrs. Banks
Mr. A. Bowers,
Dr. D. T. & Mrs. J. Davies, Ayr
Mike Davies, Hereford
John Deans
Mr. & Mrs. P. Faulkener, The Cross Inn
Simon Fuller, Quay Design Associates
Mrs. E. M. Graham, Carms.
Nick Haggard
John M. E. Lyden, Co. Cork
Dr. W. J. Marshall, London
Mr. G. McGrath, Powys
Chris Mellenchip (N C Field Services)
Gwyn Roberts
Mrs. Peta Stockdale, Gwynedd
Mr. S. Piasecki
Mr. P. Sutton, Hereford
Mrs. S. Tubbs, Shropshire
John Walford, Carms.
Miss E. Wilkinson
Iolo Williams
And anyone else I may have
accidentally omitted
Special thanks to Mrs. Sue Tubbs
who, on a significant birthday,
requested donations to the Trust
instead of birthday presents. We
are extremely grateful to Sue for
her generous gesture and received
£370 in donations as a result.
We would also like to welcome
the following new Friends of
the Welsh Kite’ and thank them
for their support.
Hoffwn ddiolch hefyd i aelodau
newydd
`Cyfeillion
Barcudiaid
Cymru’ am eu cymorth.
Mr. R. J. Andrews (Powys), Mr. A. J. P. & Mrs.
E. J. Butler (Glos.), Mr. C. Davies (NPT), Mr.
K. & Mrs. T. Davies (Shrops.), Mr. S. Dudhill
(Cambs.), Mr. R. Elliott (Oxfs.), Mrs. A. Evans
(Ceredig.), Mr. S. P. Evans (Swansea), Mr.
C. P. Goodman (Bath), Mr. M. Namgauds
(Ches.), Mr. B. J. Parry (Carms.), Mr K. P.
Reeves & family (Corn.), Dr. G. P. Roberts
(Glam.), Miss G. Y. Seymour-Pugh (Essex),
Dr. D. Simm (N’land), Ms. S. Speck &
Mr. J. Burrow (Ches.), Mrs. P. Stockdale

(Gwynedd), Mr. A. White (Lincs.), Ms. J.
Williams (W.Mids.), Mr. K. Wilcock (Ches.),
J. A. Young (Bristol)

Although it is not possible, for
confidentiality reasons, to name all
those concerned, we are indebted to
Forest Enterprise, Welsh Water and all
the other landowners who allowed us
access for the purpose of monitoring or
filming breeding kites.
Er nad yw yn bosibl, am resymau
cyfrinacheddol, i enwi’r cyfan, yr ydym
yn ddyledus i Antur Coedwigaeth, Dwr
Cymru a’r holl dirfeddianwyr eraill a
ganiataodd fynediad er mwyn i ni fonitro
neu ffilmio barcudiaid yn bridio.
As usual we would also like to thank
the Powell family at Gigrin Farm
(Rhayader),
Mary Lewis and the
volunteers at Tregaron Kite Centre,
Susanna and Michael Binsted (Talsarn),
Peter Faulkener and Ceri Davies
(Llanddeusant) Judith Weatherburn
and the Staff and Rangers at Llyn Llech
Owain Country Park and anyone else
who provided us with free advertising
opportunities or dispensed leaflets.
We would also like to thank all the FC
Staff and RSPB staff and volunteers
at the Nant-yr-Arian “A Date with
Nature - Kites in Ceredigion” project,
in particular Joe Hawthorn, for making
it such a successful venture.
Finally we would like to thank
Chris Powell for his constant, free,
maintenance of our website.
Yn ôl ein harfer, hoffem ddiolch i
deulu Powell, Fferm Gigrin Rhayader,
Mary Lewis a’r gwirfoddolwyr yng
Nghanolfan Barcudiaid Tregaron,
Susanna a Michael Binsted (Talsarn),
Peter Faulkener a Ceri Davies
(Llanddeusant) Judith Weatherburn,
staff a wardeiniaid Parc Gwledig Llyn
Llech Owain ac unrhyw rai eraill a
roddodd gyfle inni hysbysebu am
ddim neu arddangos a dosbarthu ein
taflenni. Hoffem ddiolch hefyd i holl
staff CC a staff a gwirfoddolwyr RSPB
am eu rhan yn y cywaith ‘Dyddiad
gyda Natur – Barcudiaid yng Nghymru’
yn Nant yr Arian –ac yn arbennig i Joe
Hawthorn am wneud y fenter hon mor
llwyddiannus.
Yn olaf, diolchwn i Chris Powell am ofalu
am ein gwefan, a hynny yn ddi dal.

Unless otherwise credited, all
articles in this newsletter are
written by Tony Cross.
Os na ddywedir yn wahanol,
mae pob erthygl yn y
cylchlythyr
hwn
wedi’i
ysgrifennu gan Tony Cross.
Views expressed in this
magazine are not necessarily
those of The Welsh Kite
Trust.
Nid yw’r safbwyntiau a fynegir
yn y cylchgrawn hwn o
reidrwydd yn gytun a safbwynt
Ymddiriedolaeth Barcudiaid
Cymru
Articles on any issue relating
to kites (or advertisements) are
welcomed for possible inclusion
in the next issue of Boda Wennol.
We are particularly keen to
receive pen and ink sketches
or photographs of kites for use
in our newsletters and other
publicity material. The deadline
for inclusion in the next issue is
30th April 2012.
Croesewir unrhyw fater (neu
hysbysebion) yn ymwneud‚ â
barcudiaid ar gyfer eu cynnwys,
o bosib, yn y rhifyn nesaf o Boda
Wennol. Yr ydym yn awyddus
iawn i dderbyn lluniau pin ac inc
neu ffotograffau o farcudiaid i’w
cynnwys yn ein cylchlythyrau
a defnydd hysbysebu eraill. Y
dyddiad olaf i’w derbyn am y
rhifyn nesaf yw 30 Ebrill 2012.
Please note that the address
for all correspondence is:

The Welsh Kite Trust
“Samaria”
Nantmel
Llandrindod Wells
Powys
LD1 6EN
Telephone 01597 825981
email: info@welshkitetrust.org
www.welshkitetrust.org
Our sincere thanks to Dafydd
Hughes for his Welsh translation
of this Newsletter
Hoffem ddiolch yn fawr i
Dafydd Hughes am gyfieithu’r
cylchlythyr hwn.
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CARD ORDER FORM
Name:							
Address:							

					

Post Code:			

Telephone No:

Card Design

Order
No.

No./
Pack

No.
Unit
Packs Price
required

Total
Price

CHRISTMAS CARDS 				
Kite in Snow by Terence Lambert (198mm x 143 mm)
10/01
12
£6.00
Kite in Snow by Terence Lambert (150 mm x 100 mm)
10/02
12
£5.00
Kite over snow by Owen Williams (198 mm x 143 mm)
08/01
12
£6.00
Kite over snow by Owen Williams (150 mm x 100 mm )
08/02
12
£5.00
Kite in snowstorm (1) by John Wannop (198 mm x 143 mm) 07/01
12
£6.00
Kite in snowstorm (1) by John Wannop (150mm x 100 mm ) 07/02
12
£5.00
Kite in snowstorm (2) by John Wannop (150mm x 100mm)
07/04
12
£5.00
Kites in a Winter Wilderness by Tony Cross (198 x 143 mm) 06/01
12
£6.00
Kites in a Winter Wilderness by Tony Cross (150 x 100 mm ) 06/02
12
£5.00
“The Newcomer” by Colin Woolf (198 mm x 143 mm)
06/03
12
£6.00
“The Newcomer” by Colin Woolf (150 mm x 100 mm)
06/04
12
£5.00
BLANK CARDS 				
Kite in Snow by Terence Lambert (198mm x 143 mm)
10/01B
12
£6.00
Kite in Snow by Terence Lambert (150 mm x 100 mm)
10/02B
12
£5.00
Kite over snow by Owen Williams (198 mm x 143 mm)
08/01B
12
£6.00
Kite over snow by Owen Williams (150 mm x 100 mm )
08/02B
12
£5.00
Kites at Cwmystwyth by Colin Woolf (198 mm x 143mm)
03/01B
12
£6.00
John Schmitt illustrations (100 mm x 150 mm)
JSMX
10
£4.00
Terence Lambert Limited Edition (220 mm x 153 mm)
TL/LTD
1/5
£2.50/£10
BLACK & WHITE BLANK CARDS 			
Ben Stammers watercolour (100 mm x 150 mm)
BWBS
12
£5.00
Terence Lambert pencil sketch (100 mm x 150 mm)
BWTL
12
£5.00
Colin Woolf pencil sketch (205 mm x 100 mm)
BWCW
12
£5.00

Photo © Mike Hayward

WKT Gummed Labels (approx C6 size, 150 x 110mm)		 200

Cheques payable to :
THE WELSH KITE TRUST
Please note:
we cannot process card payments.

TOTAL: packs

£5.00		

cost

Please add £1.00 P&P for EACH pack ordered
AMOUNT ENCLOSED
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